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         Welcome to AP US Government and Politics!    
  
AP U.S. Government is designed to introduce you to the structure and function of the United States 
government. Prior to entering the classroom, the student is asked to learn about the basic understanding of 
the inner workings of our government, as well as an appreciation of current issues revolving around its 
functioning and to prepare you for the rigors of this course. 
 
A.P. Government requires different thinking and writing skills than you used in U.S. History. Writing for 
government requires the understanding and analysis of abstract concepts and principles. You will depend 
less on recitation of facts than on your interpretation of the facts. Throughout the year you will become 
aware of politics in general and specifically, have an opportunity to explore your political self and where 
you fit into our political world.   The summer enrichment is designed to help you to transition from 
thinking historically to thinking and writing from a political perspective. Note these are enrichment 
activities and are not required for a grade. 
 
Enrichment Activity # 1: Follow the News  
Throughout the summer, keep a journal of the national and international major news stories that capture 
your interest.  Read the newspaper, weekly news magazines, internet news sources, and/or the nightly 
network news. In your journal reflection you should discuss:    
1) The impact this event/decision has on US government   
2) Its consequences (good/bad)   
3) How the event/decision should have happened differently 
 
 
 
Enrichment Activity # 2:  Know your Constitution   (See	  Constitution	  Attachment) 
The United States Constitution: Read the entire Constitution.  One can be found in your textbook or on 
line.   (http://constitutioncenter.org/ncc_edu_Studying_the_Constitution.aspx).   This is a thorough review 
of the various provisions of the Constitution.	  	  	   

 
Enrichment Activity # 3: Plunge into Politics     ( See	  Summer	  Reading	  Choices	  Attachment)	  
Choose one of the following books on politics for summer reading. The books suggested offer a variety of 
political perspectives. You may find that you do not agree with the author but try to understand as much as 
you can about the perspective he/she brings to the subject and the aspects of the political system discussed.   
As you are reading keep a list of concepts and ideas presented which are new to you. You may do this in a 
notebook. Use the following guidelines as to what areas of government to look for in the book.  

a. Which part of the political system you think this book discusses (ie: the executive branch, 
Congress, interest groups, the media & politics, etc.)  

b. What is the statement this book is making about the "state of affairs" of our government or 
world order today?  

c. What you think is the perspective of the author (how does he/she seem to feel about the subject 
matter and do they seem to show any bias when discussing the topic?) and what type of 
background do you think they have to be able to write on the topic?  

d. Your personal reaction to the topic discussed and to the author's presentation, including what you 
learned that was new to you  

e. List some examples of things with which you agree or disagree or both  
f. Think about the importance of this book – What type of impact has this book had on you?  
g. What type of an impact will it have in the political arena? Who should read this book? Why?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Enrichment Activity #4 Movie Analysis   (See	  Movie	  List	  Attachment) 
View a film that has a political themes and to write an analysis of that film connecting it to current political 
issues. 
Description: A film analysis is not a review or summary of the plot, it should go deeper into analysis and 
reaction. It should discuss the issues raised by the film, address the film’s importance and purpose, state 
reactions to the content and quality of the film, and connect it any current political issues. 
Procedure:  
● Describe the film in general terms. What subjects does it cover? Describe the plot and 

setting. What issues does it raise? What do you see as the main purpose of the film? 
 

● What are the major theme(s) of the film? 
 

● Evaluate the film for quality and interest. Comment on the screenplay, acting, direction, 
production values and music. Are any literary techniques such as symbolism, character 
development and foreshadowing used? Would a young person be interested in this film? 
 

● Relate the film to current issues, readings, notes or knowledge.   Is the film historically (or 
factually) accurate and realistic? Does it contradict or support anything you have learned? 
 

● Summarize briefly emphasizing the strengths and weaknesses of the film. 
 
Please select any film that your family permits you to view.  Some films for AP Government have an 
R rating and you must get a parent/guardian permission before viewing and reviewing it.  
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
Constitution Attachment 

 
 As a student in AP Government, you will be expected to come prepared for class 
each day.  To ensure that you are ready for the first days of class, we have created the 
following assignment.  It will be due the first day of class – late work will be penalized. 
 
Part I – The United States Constitution 
 Read the entire Constitution and summarize the purpose of each of the Articles in 
one or two sentences. 
 
Article I 
 
 
Article II 
 
 
Article III 
 
 
Article IV 
 
 
Article V 
 
 
Article VI 
 
 
 
Answer the following questions as they relate to the Constitution 
 
1. What eligibility requirements does the Constitution establish for members of the House of 
Representatives? 
 
 
 
 
2.  What eligibility requirements does the Constitution establish for members of the Senate? 
 
 
 
 
3.  What eligibility requirements does the Constitution establish for the President? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
4.  The powers of the Constitution that are specifically granted to the branches of 
government or to office holders are called expressed powers. 
 a. Identify two expressed powers of the President 
 
 
 
 b. What are the expressed powers of the Vice President? 
 
 
  
 c. Identify two expressed powers of the Senate 
 
 
 d. Identify two expressed powers of the House of Representatives 
 
 
5.  According to the principle of checks and balances, each branch of government must have 
some level of influence/control over the other branches.  Look at the first three Articles of 
the Constitution and identify on of each type of checks and balances. 
 
 a. Executive over Legislative: 
 ________________________________________ 
      Article/Section: 
 ________________________________________ 
 
 b. Executive over Judicial: 
 ________________________________________ 
       Article/Section: 
 ________________________________________ 
 
 c. Legislative over Executive: 
 ________________________________________ 
  Article/Section: 
 ________________________________________ 
 
 d. Legislative over Judicial: 
 ________________________________________ 
  Article/Section: 
 ________________________________________ 
 
 e. Judicial over Executive: 
 ________________________________________ 
  Article/Section: 
 ________________________________________ 
 
 f. Judicial over Legislative: 
 ________________________________________ 
  Article/Section: 
 ________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 



 
6.  According to Article I of the Constitution, who has the power to declare war? 
 
7.  What power does the Constitution give the President in the area of the military? 
 
8.  What conflict arises due to the separation of powers listed in #6 & #7? 
 



 The Constitution requires a simple majority for some actions in Congress and a 
super majority for others.  A simple majority means more than half, while a super majority 
requirement can involve a 2/3 majority or a 3/4 majority.  Most elections in the United 
States require a plurality, or the most votes, but not necessarily a majority. 
 
9.  What bodies have the power to override a Presidential veto? 
 a. What margin is required to override a presidential veto? 
 b. Where in the Constitution is the veto power described? 
 
 
10. What body has the power to ratify treaties? 
 a. What margin is required to ratify treaties? 
 b. Where in the Constitution is the ratification power described? 
 
 
11. To impeach means “to bring charges against” or “to indict”.  What body has the power 
to impeach the President? 
 a. What is the margin to impeach the President? 
 b. Where in the Constitution is the power to impeach the President described? 
 
 
12. What body has the power to convict the President of charges brought against him in an 
impeachment process and thereby remove him from office? 
 a. What margin is required to convict and remove the President? 
 b. Where in the Constitution can the removal of a President be found? 
 
 
13. What body has the power to accept or reject a President’s nominations to the Supreme 
Court? 
 a. What margin is required to elevate a President’s nominee to a seat on the Supreme 
Court? 
 b. Where in the Constitution are judicial nominations described? 
 
 
14. If no candidate for the Presidency wins a simple majority of the total number of electoral 
votes, what body has the power to choose the President? 
 a. What margin is required to choose the President? 
 b. Where in the Constitution is the Electoral College described? (2) 
 
 
15. The Constitution specifies a 3/4 majority for just one process – what? 
 
 
16. See Article VI – In your own words, explain the Supremacy Clause: 
 
 
17. What are the two ways Amendments to the Constitution can be proposed? 
 
 
18. What are the two ways Amendments to the Constitution can be ratified? 
 
 
 
 



Outline the general purpose for each of the 27 Amendments to the Constitution 
Amendment 1  

Amendment 2  

Amendment 3  

Amendment 4  

Amendment 5  

Amendment 6  

Amendment 7  

Amendment 8  

Amendment 9  

Amendment 10  

Amendment 11  

Amendment 12  

Amendment 13  

Amendment 14  

Amendment 15  

Amendment 16  

Amendment 17  

Amendment 18  

Amendment 19  

Amendment 20  

Amendment 21  

Amendment 22  

Amendment 23  

Amendment 24  

Amendment 25  

Amendment 26  

Amendment 27  

 
 
 
 
 
 



19. Which Amendment(s) to the Constitution protect(s) the rights of women? 
 
 
20. Which Amendment(s) to the Constitution protect(s) the rights of minorities? 
 
 
21. How were the United States Senators chosen before the 17th Amendment? 
 
 
22. The 25th Amendment describes the sequence of events that would install the Vice 
President as acting President against the will of the President.  Outline the sequence of 
events. 
 
23. How many times is PRIVACY mentioned in the Constitution (Articles and 
Amendments)? 
 
 
24. Which Amendment(s) take away any rights of the people? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	   	  



Summer Reading Choices Attachment 
 
Hardball (1999): The author, Chris Matthews, has spent almost thirty years on the playing field of 
American politics – from right-hand man of the Speaker of the House to the host of a highly rated political 
talk show. Matthews defines the term hardball as the discipline of gaining and holding power as it is 
practiced in the world of public affairs. This book is a political classic, which offers the inside, rules that 
govern the game of politics in Washington. This is almost a “how to be a politician” primer for anyone 
new to Washington or the Washington political scene.  
 
Feeding Frenzy (2000): This book is about “attack journalism” and American politics. It reveals the 
origins, underlying patterns, and consequences of the relentless attacks on politicians by the media. Sabato 
addresses character issues, “pack journalism”, media bias, personality and completion among journalists. 
He uses outstanding references that are very credible (think national newscasters) and, at times, funny. He 
allows you to see how the media can truly affect a political career (for better or for worse). The author of 
this book is not only a nationally acclaimed political analyst but also a professor and the director of the 
Center for Governmental Studies at the University of Virginia. 
 
The Post-American World (2009):  A non-fiction book by American journalist Fareed Zakaria. In the 
book, Zakaria argues that, thanks to the actions of the United States in spreading liberal democracy across 
the world, other countries are now competing with the US in terms of economic, industrial, and cultural 
power. While the US continues to dominate in terms of political-military power, other countries such 
as China and India are becoming global players in many fields. 
 
 



Movie List Attachment 
 

1. Absolute Power (R)    59. Wag The Dog (R) 
2. Advise and Consent    60. The War Room 
3. All the King's Men 
4. All the President's Men (R) 
5. The American President 
6. Being There 
7. The Best Man (1964) 
8. Blaze 
9. Bob Roberts (1992) 
10. Bobby 
11. Boogie Man: The Lee Atwater Story 
12. Bulworth (R) 
13. Candidate  (1972) 
14. The Contender 
15. Charlie Wilson’s War (R)) 
16. XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
17. Dave (1993) 
18. The Distinguished Gentleman 
19. Dr. Strangelove 
20. Duck Soup 
21. Election (1999) 
22. The Front 
23. Fail Safe 
24. Frost Nixon 
25. Guilty by Suspicion 
26. Journeys with George Documentary 
27. Wag the Dog 
28. Ironweed 
29. Inconvenient truth 
30. In the Loop 
31. Journeys with George Documentary 
32. King 
33. The Manchurian Candidate  ((1962) 
34. Meet John Doe (1941) 
35. The Missiles of October 
36. Mississippi Burning 
37. The Man who Shot Liberty Valance 
38. Mr. Smith goes to Washington (1939 Jimmy Stewart) 
39. My Fellow Americans 
40. Nashville 
41. Nixon 
42. Brother, Where Art Thou 
43. Our Brand Is Crisis 
44. A Perfect Candidate (1996 documentary) 
45. Power  (1986) 
46. Primary Colours 
47. The Rosa Parks Story 
48. Bob Roberts 
49. Seven days in May 
50. State of the Union (1948) 
51. Street Fight 
52. Taking on the Kennedys 
53. Thirteen Days 
54. Thank you for Smoking 
55. The Seduction of Joe Tynan 
56. True Colors 
57. Truman 
58. Vote for Me 


