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CHILDREN COME TO SCHOOL
IMMERSED IN THEIR OWN
LEARNING. SCHOOL AND
HOME ARE BLENDED
TOGETHER INTO A LARGER
COMMUNITY AS CHILDREN,
TEACHERS, AND PARENTS
WORK TOGETHER.

Karen’s & Chris’s Corner – Notes
Wednesday, April 3, 2019
Dear Ann Arbor Open Families,
Welcome back from Spring Break! We hope you had an enjoyable and restorative change of
pace over vacation. We are eager to restart school life and everything that the last phase of the
school year brings. So many things to look forward to at school from overnight trips to ice
cream social and everything in between. We look forward to seeing the students grow and
develop academically, socially, and emotionally as we head toward the finish line. While there
are many good times to be experienced it is important that along with all the fun we remain
focused and purposeful in the pursuit of achieving to each students best ability. We look
forward to sharing the excitement of Spring and the finish of the school year together!
Pick up and Drop Off
As mentioned in a previous Wednesday letter, there has been a minor, but important change to
the pick up process on the Red Oak side. This change has been made with safety and
efficiency in mind. Most importantly, this is a SAFETY concern. Please do not ask or encourage
or allow your child to circumvent this process.
The change is that children are to load into cars ONLY after the car has entered the school
parking lot. Children should NOT load into cars that are standing on Miller Avenue or on Red
Oak.
Here are some other notes to ensure that drop off is as EXPRESS as possible. Be sure to
share this information with sitters, nannies, older siblings, grandparents or other guest picker
uppers.
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educational program or activity in any school on the basis of race, color, sex, religion, creed, political belief, age, national origin, linguistic and
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1. No Parking or Exiting your car in the pick up/drop off
area of the lot.
2. No Parking or Exiting your car on Red Oak or on Miller.
3. Express means quick. Whenever possible, have room
inside your car ready for your child and your child’s
belongings so that you don’t have to open the trunk or
rearrange belongs in the pick up lane.
4. Express should be safe. Children should ONLY enter
and exit on the CURB side of the car. There is traffic in
motion on the driver side of the express line and
children or doors may not be safe. It also slows traffic
trying to exit in order to make room for more cars in the
express line.
5. Express should be respectful. The cars at the curb
should have ‘right of way’ to leave the curb ASAP.
Cars in the traffic lane should yield to cars trying to
exit. And, please do not ‘dip’ into an empty space until
the traffic ahead of your clears.
6. Express should be mindful. Please refrain from cell
phone use so that you can are alert when space ahead
of you is open. As traffic clears ahead of you, pull
forward as far as possible to allow for the maximum
number of cars moving ahead at once.
If you have other ideas and suggestions for improving pick up
and drop off, our SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOLS (SRS) team
has formed. Please fill out the parent survey. This will help us
identify ways that our pick up and drop off process could
become even more efficient and safe. The survey will be
open until Friday, April 12. Use this link Safe Routes to
School Parent Survey (OR cut and paste in your browser https://forms.gle/pWGqFUmmmvSdHxF97

IMPORTANT DATES:
4/4 7/8 Choir/Theater
Performance, 6:30pm
4/8 8th Grade Graduation
Meeting, 7pm
4/9 Book Madness, 8:3011:00am
Finance/Fundraising
Mtg, 7pm
4/11 AAOCC Mtg, 7pm
4/12 Talent Show/Taco Bar
7/8 Fundraiser
4/18 Coffee with Karen &
Chris, 8:30-9:30am
4/19 No School/Good Friday

Shop the Ann Arbor PTO Thrift Shop and
Support our School!
Donations are up so the store is full. Stop by and find your deal. The Shop is located at 2280 S. Industrial
Hwy., Ann Arbor.
The Ann Arbor PTO Thrift Shop is a nonprofit 501c3 organization supporting the Ann Arbor Public Schools and its students’ enrichment. Profits
from sales are distributed to participating AAPS PTOs, PTSOs, and 501c3s which sponsor clubs, organizations, teams, and enrichment activities in
their schools. http://www.a2ptothriftshop.org
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The SRS team has also had two initial planning meetings. Please consider joining our SRS
team. Our next meeting is Monday, April 15 at 3:30 in Karen’s office. Email Karen at
siegelk@a2schools.org. Liz Margolis, Executive Director for Student and School Safety, is
supporting our work.
Equity Note
There are many staff and parents in the Open community who are engaged in anti-racism,
social justice, and equity work around gender, physical ability, sexual orientation in many
different ways. We work through groups at school, work with community groups, learn
through book groups, learn from speakers at conferences, field trips, tour museums, teach,
write, present, attend performances and presentations, learn from our friends, speak and
write to elected officials, and, perhaps most importantly, engage in personal self reflection.
Our staff work around equity is ongoing. This work also has a legacy. For instance,
beginning in 2010-2011, staff throughout the district partnered with the Pacific Education
Group’s Courageous Conversations founded by Glenn Singleton. Courageous
Conversations provides a protocol for discussions about race. One example of this legacy is
found in the norms that some equity teams still use. Singleton calls these norms the Four
Agreements. It may be helpful for to reflect on these norms as we all move forward in
various ways in school and in the community.
The Four Agreements are:
1. Stay engaged
Staying engaged means “remaining morally, emotionally, intellectually, and socially involved
in the dialogue”
2. Experience discomfort
This norm acknowledges that discomfort is inevitable, especially, in dialogue about race, and
that participants make a commitment to bring issues into the open. It is not talking about
these issues that create divisiveness. The divisiveness already exists in the society and in
our schools. It is through dialogue, even when uncomfortable, the healing and change begin.
3. Speak your truth
This means being open about thoughts and feelings and not just saying what you think
others want to hear.
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4. Expect and accept non-closure
This agreement asks participants to “hang out in uncertainty” and not rush to quick solutions,
especially in relation to racial understanding, which requires ongoing dialogue
To read more about Mr. Singleton’s past and current work, visit
https://courageousconversation.com/about/
There is also a book entitled, Courageous Conversations about Race: A Field Guide for
Achieving Equity in Schools by Glenn E. Singleton (Editor), Curtis Linton. This book is widely
available in stores, online, and in the Ann Arbor District Library.
Sincerely,
Karen and Chris

Mabel’s Labels
•
•
•
•

Get organized and stop losing items to the lost and found with stick-on, iron-on, stamp, and bagtag labels, 20% of your purchase will go to the AAOCC.
Order at: https://www.mabelslabels.com/c/?type=fundraiser&b=1640
No deadline, order anytime.
For more info contact

Elaine Oberlin-Nesbit: oberlin_nesbit@yahoo.com
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WEEK 12 - 4/3
FUNDRAISING CORNER
For a complete list of AAOCC fundraisers, please visit: http://www.aaopencc.org/fundraising

Blaze Pizza Restaurant Night -- Monday April 15th 5:30-8:30pm
● After a long Monday no one wants to cook, grab your AAO besties and
treat your family (and yourself) to some Blaze pizza! The food is fast
and fired, a great option if you need to pick up dinner in a jiffy.
● Where: Blaze Pizza, 980 West Eisenhower
● When: Monday April 15th, 5:30-8:30pm
● What: Show them the Restaurant Night flyer (in this Wednesday
Packet, print or pull up on your phone) and 20% of your purchase will
help Ko and Jason’s 5/6 class go to camp.

Chicken Fun Run! -- Wednesday April 17th 1-3pm
●

●
●
●
●

This during-school-hours event will have chicken-themed
games, activities, and a fun run. Pledge your student’s
run by sending a donation to the office.
Proceeds will help us buy chickens and all the supplies
they need to thrive.
Where: Ann Arbor Open
When: Wednesday April 17, 1-3pm
Donations: Donations can be sent to the office (checks made
payable to AAOCC with memo line “grant/fun run”)

Noodles Restaurant Night -- Tuesday April 23rd 5-8pm
●
●
●
●

Mark your calendars for the last Restaurant Night of the year!
What: 25% of your purchase will go to the AAOCC!
Where: Noodles at 2245 W Stadium Blvd
When: Tuesday April 23, 5pm-8pm

Quick (and easy) ways to give to AAOCC:
●
●
●
●

Register your Kroger Plus card here select AAOCC for the Community Rewards
Program here
Set your Amazon to Amazon Smiles here and select AAOCC
When you shop at Arbor Farms, mention AAOCC (before you pay)
Cut out Box Tops and submit them across from the front office

For more information or if you would like to get involved with AAOCC fundraising, visit:
http://www.aaopencc.org/fundraising or contact Stephanie Hall: stephanievhall@gmail.com

Ann Arbor Open Chicken
FUN Run
Wed, April 17 1-3pm
Help raise money for the AAOCC grant program to build a
chicken coop and buy supplies the chickens need to thrive.
Find sponsors for your run
submit via h
 ttps://donorbox.org/chicken-run
or a check dropped off in the AAO office
Each grade has a time to run:
Eggcellent K students- 1PM
1st & 2nd Grade Peeps - 1:15pm
3rd & 4th Flappers - 1:30pm
5th & 6th Squawkers - 1:45pm
7th & 8th Wings & Walkers - 2pm
Join us for a day of feathered fun, rooster running,
funky chicken music and cock-a-doodle-do games.
*sponsored by AAO Student Council,
Birds & Bees Focus Study, Lori, Anne & Jennifer

Karen Siegel
Ann Arbor Open @ Mack

920 Miller Ave., Ann Arbor, MI 48103

Principal

A2O Class Placement Parent Input Form for 2019-2020
DUE BY Friday, APRIL 26
*FORMS SUBMITTED AFTER THAT DATE MAY NOT BE CONSIDERED IN THE PLACEMENT PROCESS.
Dear Ann Arbor Open Families,
We have begun our discussions regarding staffing and the placement of students in classes for next year. We
consider the unique personalities and needs of all students during the placement process. For parents wishing to
share placement input for their children, you may do so in writing on the back of this letter. We encourage you
to send us your input, but please remember that while your job is to advocate for your children, the job of the
staff is to advocate for all of our students at the same time. Specific requests for meetings with teachers and
the principal regarding placement are not fair – we can’t provide that kind of special access for all, and
that means we cannot provide it for some.
Next year’s class configurations could fluctuate in summer but we anticipate the following:
three Kindergartens
five grade 1-2 classes
five grade 3-4 classes
four grade 5-6 classes
four grade 7-8 classes
If your child is currently in the younger grade of a two-year placement, it is expected that s/he will remain with
the current teacher and/or cohort of students if at all possible. You do not need to submit this form unless you
would like your child to have a change of placement into a different classroom.
All parent input must be put in writing and given to the office on this form. Verbal requests and input will not be
considered. No single teacher has the authority to accept a request or make a class placement. I want to be
explicit and state that requests for a single teacher cannot be honored. At most grade levels, we have four
homerooms. When you request a specific placement, you need to remember that there is only a 20-25% chance
that your request is possible. Any one teacher might have only 12-14 spots for new students, and we have 50-65
students at each grade level. To access our complete class placement policy please visit https://goo.gl/Vrv79i
We thoughtfully and thoroughly consider all factors when designing balanced classroom communities. Giving
us your informed input allows us to carefully consider all of your child’s needs and to be fair to all. Please
expect that the information on this form will be shared with teachers. It will assist the placement committee in
forming balanced classes, and will be shared with next year’s teachers to assist in their planning for the fall of
2019. Please fill out one form for each child, and remember to submit it by April 26, 2019.
Sincerely,
Karen Siegel

Student’s Name: ________________________________ Current Teacher: _____________ Grade Next Fall: _____

A2O Class Placement Parent Input Form for 2019-2020
Due April 26th
1. Tell us about your child as a learner. (Topics may include but are not limited to: academic strengths; areas in need of more
direct instruction; preference for whole group lessons, small group lessons, independent work or cooperative group projects;
organizational skills; self-directed or in need of more direct support; etc.)

2. Tell us about your child’s social needs or concerns. (Possible topics may include personality traits such as: needs
encouragement to take risks; introverted; extroverted; enjoys leadership roles; find transitions difficult; etc.)

3. In considering class placement, we try to keep small groups of friends together. This is not a guarantee. Please list up to
four of your child’s friends (first and last name) whom we might consider placing with your child. Include siblings if you
would like them placed together if your child is a multiple.
A._____________________________________ B.__________________________________
C._____________________________________ D.__________________________________
4. From your perspective as a parent, the most important thing to consider in placing your child is:

5. Families sometimes have established relationships with teachers who taught older siblings. Did a current staff member
teach another member of the family? If yes, please write their name below and select option a. b. or c.
(Please note that this is not a guarantee - siblings are not always placed with the same teachers).
(Former teacher’s name) __________________________________
a. We do not feel this teacher’s strengths are a good match for this specific child.
b. We are open to this child being placed in this class, or open to placement in other classes,
depending on availability and considerations of the staff.
c. We would like to request this child be placed in this teacher’s class if at all possible.

Organization: Ann Arbor Open Ko-Jason Class
Date:
April 15
Time:
5:30 PM – 8:30 PM
Location:
Blaze Pizza
980 W. Eisenhower Pkwy, Ann Arbor, MI 48103

Ice Cream Social
Thursday, June 6
@A2 Open K-8 • 5:30-8 pm
TASTY FOOD • GAMES• DANCE PARTY • RAFFLES • WACKY WARD
PHOTOBOOTH • PETTING ZOO • WATER DROP • CAKE WALK
WOULD YOU LIKE TO HELP THAT
DAY AND HAVE FUN WITH US?
CAN YOUR FAMILY BUSINESS
MAKE A DONATION?
Elizabeth Lunning
emlunning@yahoo.com

This is one of the
MOST IMPORTANT
fundraising efforts for @A2 Open.
It won’t happen without YOU!

Fieldtrip & Enrichment Contributions Stats
4/01/2019 Families Who Returned Form

4/01/2019 Funds Collected

Yes
Dear AAO families, we need your help.
So far, 262 families (out of 370) have returned their forms and though we have collected over $62,000 for our kids, we still
have almost $22,000 left to reach the $84,000 that the AAOCC disbursed to the classrooms at the beginning of this year.
Thank you to the families who already returned their fieldtrip and enrichment forms and donations.
If you have not done that yet, we need you!
For your convenience you can find the Fieldtrip & Enrichment Contribution Form on the Wed Packet. For questions contact:
Michela Arnaboldi aaofieldtrips@gmail.com

2018-2019 Field Trip and Yearbook Contributions
Ann Arbor Open Coordinating Council
Our school’s PTSO
_____________________________________________________________________________

New this year: you can pay by credit card, online from the AAOCC
website:http://www.aaopencc.org/field-trip-and-enrichment-contributions
Please return the form, found on the back of this page, and contributions to
school as soon as possible. If you cannot contribute this year, we still need your
form to gauge supplementary fundraising needs.
Field Trips
From kindergarteners going to the Ann Arbor Farmers Market to 7th and 8th graders
touring Chicago, field trips and enrichment programs are an integral part of Ann Arbor
Open’s curriculum at every grade level. Kids, teachers, and parents all look forward to
these memorable experiences that distinguish our students’ Open education.
Each year, the Ann Arbor Open Coordinating Council (AAOCC) -- our school’s
parent-teacher-student organization -- helps fund these programs. To this end, we ask
each family to make a contribution in accordance with the requested amounts listed in
the table on the back of this page. We ask that each family contribute what they can
afford. If your family is able to give more than the requested amount, please consider
doing so, as it will benefit other Ann Arbor Open families.
Because Ann Arbor Open seeks to promote a fair and inclusive environment, every
child will have the opportunity to participate in every outing their class takes regardless
of their family’s contribution.
Yearbooks
The field trip contribution includes the cost of yearbooks. Traditionally, the cost per
yearbook is about $7 each. Please consider donating extra if you are able to do so. All
children will receive one yearbook at the end of the year regardless of their family’s
contribution.
If you have questions, please contact Michela Arnaboldi, Contributions Coordinator at
aaofieldtrips@gmail.com.
Requested Field Trip Contributions by Grade
Requested Field Trip Contribution Per
Student
Grade Level
(This amount will be allocated to your child’s
class fund)
nd
K - 2
$75
3rd
  - 6th

th

7 - 8

th

$110*

$400**

Actual Average
Annual Field
Trip/Enrichment
Cost Per Student
$148
$207
$544
Form on reverse ➔
1 of 2

*Starting in 3rd grade, classes have overnight field trips/camps that require extra funding.
**This 7th/8th grade amount combines the $75 contribution needed for local field trips
and activities with the funds needed for the end-of-year trip to Chicago or Camp
Wolverine. Expect to hear more about the end-of-year trip as the year progresses.
Payment options are available for all and especially 7th/8th parents given the large cost
of the end-of-year trip. If you are a parent interested in payment options, please contact
Michela Arnaboldi at aaofieldtrips@gmail.com.
(AAOCC is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization. Please check with your tax accountant if
your contribution is tax-deductible. Tax ID#38-3336334)
✂

2018-2019 Field Trip and Enrichment Contribution Form
Parent/Guardian Name(s):
Student Name

Grade

Teacher

Contribution ($)

1
2
3
4
5

Total Field Trip Contributions for my Child/Children

$

Additional Contributions/Donations for Field Trip/Enrichment Fund

$

Additional Yearbook Contributions/Donations ($7 each)

$

I cannot contribute in full this year, but I can donate $25 to the fund

$

I cannot contribute in full this year, but I can donate to the fund

$

Total

$

⃞ I cannot contribute at all this year

Checks should be made payable to AAOCC and enclosed with this form in a sealed
envelope. Please off drop forms and contributions in the box located near the school
office or mail them to: AAOCC Field Trip and Enrichment Contributions, Ann Arbor
Open, 920 Miller Ave, Ann Arbor, MI 48103.
Please return this form even if you cannot contribute this year.
Please make your contribution as soon as possible to help us plan our spending
throughout the school year. For tax purposes, all contributions received prior to
December 21st will be deposited prior to the end of the calendar year.
2 of 2

SHOP
DONATE
FUNDRAISE
VOLUNTEER
Celebrating 25 Years of supporting Ann Arbor Public Schools’ students
through the resale of unique and gently-used community donations.

Does Spring have you yearning for some bargains?
Shop our Memorial Day Sale and Save 50% OFF Everything!
Looking for a way to help your school and your community?
We’re always looking for volunteers! Come join in the fun!
Ever wonder what the difference is between Reusable vs. Resalable?
Visit our website to learn how to help us by sorting your donations!

Find unique and collectible
treasures at our
Showcase every day!
(Located next to our Donations Door)
Shop Hours: Mon-Fri 10-7, Sat 9-6, Sun 11-5
Donation Hours: Mon, Thu, Fri 10-6, Sat 10-5, Sun 12-4
Call the Shop to schedule FREE Furniture Pickup
✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴

a2ptothriftshop.org ✦ 2280 S. Industrial Hwy. ✦ 734-996-9155

