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CHILDREN COME TO SCHOOL
IMMERSED IN THEIR OWN
LEARNING. SCHOOL AND
HOME ARE BLENDED
TOGETHER INTO A LARGER
COMMUNITY AS CHILDREN,
TEACHERS, AND PARENTS
WORK TOGETHER.

Karen’s & Chris’s Corner – Notes
Rumors
This year, you may have heard about school related issues in the news or on social media that stirred up strong emotions.
Some of the issues have arisen at other buildings, but others have occurred here at Ann Arbor Open. Unfortunately, in some instances
these strong emotions appear to cause some members of our community to behave in an unkind and hostile manner at school, on social
media, and in the community. It is important to be mindful not to spread rumors (please see the definition below), but it is even more
important to live up to the expectations that we hold for all our students in being kind, being mindful, and working hard.

RUMOR: A story or statement talked of as news without any proof of truth.
FACT: Something objectively verified with real, demonstrable evidence.

As school staff, we investigate rumors, but we base our responses and actions on facts. We can and will investigate all incidents of
violence and harassment that are reported to us including threats of violence and rumors of violence. All relevant laws and policies will
be followed during investigations and in determining consequences and responses to the findings of these investigations. Our school
community values democratic principles, and due process is one of the cornerstones of democracy.

When you as a parent are uncomfortable with something you hear about your child’s school or your any other school, consider the
following:
•
•
•
•
•

Call the school. Identify yourself so a reasonable and trusting two-way communication may be conducted.
Speak only of your concerns. If "all" the people you talk with share your concern, the schoolhouse door is open to them to meet
with the principal or teacher on their own.
Read the information sent home from school or classroom teacher with your child and the school / district web page if you have
access.
Take your children’s reporting with a healthy dose of skepticism. Kids often embellish without realizing it.
Take your children’s reporting with a open mind. Kids often ascribe meaning in different ways than adults.

Open Enrollment - School of Choice
Current students who move out of Ann Arbor Public School attendance area, but still reside within the Schools of Choice zone, may
remain students at Ann Arbor Open. In order to remain at Open as a School of Choice student, the student must apply during the one of
the Open Enrollment windows. Students living in a school district within the following counties may apply: Washtenaw, Ingham,
Jackson, Lenawee, Livingston, Monroe, Oakland or Wayne.

Non-Discrimination Statement: No person shall be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination in any
educational program or activity in any school on the basis of race, color, sex, religion, creed, political belief, age, national origin, linguistic and
language differences, sexual orientation, gender expression, socioeconomic status, height, weight, marital or familial status, or disability.

AAO website & calendar • http://aaopen.a2schools.org
http://news.a2schools.org
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Schools of Choice Window #1 & In-District Transfer Window #3
May 28 - June 17, 2019, at 5:00 p.m.
Both windows run simultaneously

VACCINATIONS

Make sure your incoming 7th grader is ready to start school in the
fall! State law requires proof of vaccination (or a waiver) for all 7th
grade students BEFORE the start of school. Learn more:

IMPORTANT DATES:
6/6: Ice Cream Social, 5:308pm
6/11 Rolling Hills, 9:30-2pm
Grades 3-6

a2schools.org/immunize

6/12: Field Day/Film Festival

For more information about vaccinations, see ivaccinate.org

6/13: 8th Grade Graduation
5:30-6:30 Reception
6:30-8:00 Program

-Karen and Chris

6/14: Last day of school,
10:54am dismissal

Wednesday, June 12th, is our annual Field Day. Some of the
events include the use of water and children like to get wet. It
helps if they have a change of clothes with them at school to
change into. The office doesn't have a lot of clothing but we
will use what we have if we find items that fit. Most children
feel best if they have their own things to wear.
We still need parent volunteers to make the day a
success. See the link below to sign up.
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BvtFvp13w9Uveg1tMZw6iOSS2BbRAxta4twF3URNLk/edit?usp=sharing

Shop the Ann Arbor PTO Thrift Shop and
Support our School!
Donations are up so the store is full. Stop by and find your deal. The Shop is located at 2280 S. Industrial
Hwy., Ann Arbor.
The Ann Arbor PTO Thrift Shop is a nonprofit 501c3 organization supporting the Ann Arbor Public Schools and its students’ enrichment. Profits
from sales are distributed to participating AAPS PTOs, PTSOs, and 501c3s which sponsor clubs, organizations, teams, and enrichment activities in
their schools. http://www.a2ptothriftshop.org

AAO website & calendar • http://aaopen.a2schools.org
http://news.a2schools.org
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It is time to pick up any medication your AAO student has kept at school this
year. Students may not carry their medications between home and school, so
please make plans now to stop by the AAO office to pick up meds before the end
of school. School ends Friday, June 14.
Medications left after June 14 may be disposed of.
AAPS Policy requires that all prescriptions and over-the-counter medication be
renewed each year by your child’s health care provider. All medications must be
in its’ original container before it can be dispensed to your child in the fall of
2019. Please refer to the AAPS Medication Policy
(https://www.a2schools.org/Page/12074 ) for all information needed when
supplying medication for your child at school. Thank you!

The Lost and Found is Exploding with the
discarded clothing, lunch supplies, shoes,
boots, and swim things from our children.
Please stop in during the week or during
Ice Cream Social to reclaim before the end
of the school year – after that, please
check at the PTO Thrift Shop to repurchase your items.

!!
M
O
O
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Mabel’s Labels
•
•
•
•

Get organized and stop losing items to the lost and found with stick-on, iron-on, stamp, and bagtag labels, 20% of your purchase will go to the AAOCC.
Order at: https://www.mabelslabels.com/c/?type=fundraiser&b=1640
No deadline, order anytime.
For more info contact

Elaine Oberlin-Nesbit: oberlin_nesbit@yahoo.com
Non-Discrimination Statement: No person shall be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination in any
educational program or activity in any school on the basis of race, color, sex, religion, creed, political belief, age, national origin, linguistic and
language differences, sexual orientation, gender expression, socioeconomic status, height, weight, marital or familial status, or disability.
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WEEK 15 - 5/29/19
FUNDRAISING CORNER
For a complete list of AAOCC fundraisers, please visit: http://www.aaopencc.org/fundraising

The ICE CREAM SOCIAL is coming! -- Thursday June 6th, 5:15-8pm
●

This is the biggest, most ice-creamiest fundraiser of the year! AAO’s great
annual get-together features dancing, games, prizes, and ice cream.
Celebrate a fantastic year at AAO by partying with your fellow pandas.
When: Thursday June 6th, 5:15-8pm
Where: AAO School Grounds
Get involved! If you’re able to help or donate, email emlunning@yahoo.com

●
●
●

Mabel’s Labels
● If you’ve been tidying up with Marie Kondo, remember that Mabel’s Labels is
a great way to get organized and 20% of your purchase goes to the AAOCC.
● Go to: https://www.mabelslabels.com/c/?type=fundraiser&b=1640 and
search/select “Ann Arbor Open School” as your school
● When: N
 o deadline, order anytime.
● For more info contact Elaine Oberlin-Nesbit: oberlin_nesbit@yahoo.com

Primary.com
●

●
●
●

This simple, high-quality, mom-created clothing brand focuses on colorful
classics. And now AAOCC will get a portion of your purchase when you
shop from this link!
Order at: www.primary.com/school/aaopen
When: N
 o deadline, order anytime.
Bonus: New customers get 20% off with promo code AAOPEN

Quick (and easy) ways to give to AAOCC:
●
●
●
●

Register your KrogerPlus card here, sign in, and select AAOCC under Community Rewards
Set your Amazon to Amazon Smiles here and select AAOCC
When you shop at Arbor Farms, mention AAOCC (before you pay)
Cut out Box Tops and submit them across from the front office

For more information or if you would like to get involved with AAOCC fundraising, visit:
http://www.aaopencc.org/fundraising or contact Stephanie Hall: stephanievhall@gmail.com

CALLING ALL STUDENT FILMMAKERS!
Show your film at the A2O Film Fest!

Comedies, dramas, music videos, animation, documentaries…
All genres welcome! You make it - we watch it!
Two showings during field day on Wednesday, June 12th.
Film submissions are due no later than Friday, June 5th.
Submission Guidelines:
● Length should be less than 8 minutes
● No more than 1 minute of outtakes/bloopers
● Appropriate for all ages
● Files can be submitted via Google Drive (to jrgrant@jrgrantfilms.com),
WeTransfer.com,
or flash drive to Chrissy Grant’s mailbox in the staff office (drives will be returned)
To make a great film:
● Think of an engaging idea
● Plan your scenes - drawing a storyboard helps
● Use interesting camera angles
● Make sure your actors speak loudly and clearly - no mumbling
Questions or writer’s block? Email Joe Grant: jrgrant@jrgrantfilms.com

ANN ARBOR OPEN FIELD DAY 2019
Parent Info Sheet
Wednesday, June 12th
AM Field Day Session 9:00-10:38: K (Diane)-4th GRADE
PM Field Day Session 1:35-3:10: K’s and 5-8 GRADE
•

Students will be in groups based on their class. The role of the
teacher will be to move their class from station to station on the
sound of a whistle or air horn, and to assist the parent at the station
if needed.

•

There are 11 stations and classes rotate in numerical order. When at
station 11 you rotate back to station 1. In the PM there are 10
stations, so after 10 they rotate back to 1.

•

There are water games! Make you are aware and come prepared
(footwear must be secured to feet, NO FLIP-FLOPS or Crocs!!) Please
remind students to wear sunscreen.

•

Many activities will involve teams, some classes divide by colors or
numbers. Check with classroom teacher for details.

•

If your classes finished a station early they continue to play until it is
time to switch.

•

Be sure to remind students that Field Day is about having FUN and
COOPERATION NOT about who wins!

•

Make sure students get lots of water during the event. It is
ENCOURAGED for them to bring water bottles (be sure they label
them). We will have a water station, but NO cups, so no waste.

Fieldtrip & Enrichment Contributions Stats
5/27/2019 Families Who Returned Form

5/27/2019 Funds Collected

Yes
Dear AAO families, we need your help.
So far, 308 families (out of 370) have returned their forms and though we have collected over $74,000 for our kids, we still
have almost $10,000 left to reach the $84,000 that the AAOCC disbursed to the classrooms at the beginning of this year.
Thank you to the families who already returned their fieldtrip and enrichment forms and donations.
If you have not done that yet, we need you!
For your convenience you can find the Fieldtrip & Enrichment Contribution Form on the Wed Packet. For questions contact:
Michela Arnaboldi aaofieldtrips@gmail.com

2018-2019 Field Trip and Yearbook Contributions
Ann Arbor Open Coordinating Council
Our school’s PTSO
_____________________________________________________________________________

New this year: you can pay by credit card, online from the AAOCC
website:http://www.aaopencc.org/field-trip-and-enrichment-contributions
Please return the form, found on the back of this page, and contributions to
school as soon as possible. If you cannot contribute this year, we still need your
form to gauge supplementary fundraising needs.
Field Trips
From kindergarteners going to the Ann Arbor Farmers Market to 7th and 8th graders
touring Chicago, field trips and enrichment programs are an integral part of Ann Arbor
Open’s curriculum at every grade level. Kids, teachers, and parents all look forward to
these memorable experiences that distinguish our students’ Open education.
Each year, the Ann Arbor Open Coordinating Council (AAOCC) -- our school’s
parent-teacher-student organization -- helps fund these programs. To this end, we ask
each family to make a contribution in accordance with the requested amounts listed in
the table on the back of this page. We ask that each family contribute what they can
afford. If your family is able to give more than the requested amount, please consider
doing so, as it will benefit other Ann Arbor Open families.
Because Ann Arbor Open seeks to promote a fair and inclusive environment, every
child will have the opportunity to participate in every outing their class takes regardless
of their family’s contribution.
Yearbooks
The field trip contribution includes the cost of yearbooks. Traditionally, the cost per
yearbook is about $7 each. Please consider donating extra if you are able to do so. All
children will receive one yearbook at the end of the year regardless of their family’s
contribution.
If you have questions, please contact Michela Arnaboldi, Contributions Coordinator at
aaofieldtrips@gmail.com.
Requested Field Trip Contributions by Grade
Requested Field Trip Contribution Per
Student
Grade Level
(This amount will be allocated to your child’s
class fund)
nd
K - 2
$75
3rd
  - 6th

th

7 - 8

th

$110*

$400**

Actual Average
Annual Field
Trip/Enrichment
Cost Per Student
$148
$207
$544
Form on reverse ➔
1 of 2

*Starting in 3rd grade, classes have overnight field trips/camps that require extra funding.
**This 7th/8th grade amount combines the $75 contribution needed for local field trips
and activities with the funds needed for the end-of-year trip to Chicago or Camp
Wolverine. Expect to hear more about the end-of-year trip as the year progresses.
Payment options are available for all and especially 7th/8th parents given the large cost
of the end-of-year trip. If you are a parent interested in payment options, please contact
Michela Arnaboldi at aaofieldtrips@gmail.com.
(AAOCC is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization. Please check with your tax accountant if
your contribution is tax-deductible. Tax ID#38-3336334)
✂

2018-2019 Field Trip and Enrichment Contribution Form
Parent/Guardian Name(s):
Student Name

Grade

Teacher

Contribution ($)

1
2
3
4
5

Total Field Trip Contributions for my Child/Children

$

Additional Contributions/Donations for Field Trip/Enrichment Fund

$

Additional Yearbook Contributions/Donations ($7 each)

$

I cannot contribute in full this year, but I can donate $25 to the fund

$

I cannot contribute in full this year, but I can donate to the fund

$

Total

$

⃞ I cannot contribute at all this year

Checks should be made payable to AAOCC and enclosed with this form in a sealed
envelope. Please off drop forms and contributions in the box located near the school
office or mail them to: AAOCC Field Trip and Enrichment Contributions, Ann Arbor
Open, 920 Miller Ave, Ann Arbor, MI 48103.
Please return this form even if you cannot contribute this year.
Please make your contribution as soon as possible to help us plan our spending
throughout the school year. For tax purposes, all contributions received prior to
December 21st will be deposited prior to the end of the calendar year.
2 of 2

Dear Parent/Guardian of a rising 7th grader,
Now is the time to start planning for a smooth start to the 2019-2020 school year
for your student!
State law requires proof of vaccination or a waiver for all entering 7th graders by
the first day of school. Students entering 7th grade are required to have the
following:
● One dose of Tdap (tetanus, diphtheria, pertussis) vaccine
● One dose of meningococcal conjugate
● Any previously missing immunizations listed on the requirements for school
entry
For more information about vaccines required for school entry, visit the AAPS
immunization page at: https://www.a2schools.org/immunizations
Contact your pediatrician about the vaccines your child needs. Additional
community resources:
● Free and Low-Cost Immunizations at Scarlett Middle School (open to all
AAPS students):
U of M Regional Alliance for Healthy Schools Clinic
3300 Lorraine, Ann Arbor MI 48108
Call (734) 677-2708 for an appointment
● Free and Low-Cost Immunizations at the Washtenaw County Health
Department:
Call (734) 544-6700 for an appointment or visit
https://www.washtenaw.org/1135/Immunizations
Please note that your student risks being excluded from school if you do not provide
proof of vaccination or a waiver by the first day of school.

SHOP
DONATE
FUNDRAISE
VOLUNTEER
Celebrating 25 Years of supporting Ann Arbor Public Schools’ students
through the resale of unique and gently-used community donations.

Does Spring have you yearning for some bargains?
Shop our Memorial Day Sale and Save 50% OFF Everything!
Looking for a way to help your school and your community?
We’re always looking for volunteers! Come join in the fun!
Ever wonder what the difference is between Reusable vs. Resalable?
Visit our website to learn how to help us by sorting your donations!

Find unique and collectible
treasures at our
Showcase every day!
(Located next to our Donations Door)
Shop Hours: Mon-Fri 10-7, Sat 9-6, Sun 11-5
Donation Hours: Mon, Thu, Fri 10-6, Sat 10-5, Sun 12-4
Call the Shop to schedule FREE Furniture Pickup
✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴

a2ptothriftshop.org ✦ 2280 S. Industrial Hwy. ✦ 734-996-9155

