
U.S. History and Geography Testing Out Syllabus 
 
Text for Testing Out- The American Vision: Modern Times: Glencoe Publishing 
 
Recommended Chapters from Text Book:  
Chapter 5- Industrialization, 1865-1901 
Chapter 6- Urban America, 1865-1896 
Chapter 7- Becoming a World Power, 1872-1917 
Chapter 8- The Progressive Movement, 1890-1920 
Chapter 9- World War I and Its Aftermath, 1914-1920 
Chapter 10- The Jazz Age, 1921-1929 
Chapter 11- The Great Depression Begins, 1929-1932 
Chapter 12- Roosevelt and the New Deal, 1933-1942 
Chapter 13- A World in Flames, 1931-1941 
Chapter 14- America and World War II, 1941-1945 
Chapter 15- The Cold war Begins, 1945-1960 
Chapter 16- Postwar America, 1945-1960 
Chapter 17- The New Frontier and the Great Society, 1961-1968 
Chapter 18- The Civil Rights Movement, 1954-1968 
Chapter 19- The Vietnam War, 1954-1975 
Chapter 20- The Politics of Protest, 1960-1980 
Chapter 21- Politics and Economics, 1968-1980 
Chapter 22- Resurgence of Conservatism, 1980-1992 
Chapter 23- A Time of Change, 1980-2000 
Chapter 24- A New Century Begins, 2001-Present 
 
Course Expectations and Grading 
Testing out of this course provides students an opportunity to demonstrate 
comprehension and understanding of all course work and material that constitute credit in 
one full year of U.S. History and Geography.  Students will be asked to prove mastery 
through pre-assessment activities that recreate the classroom environment as well as a 
summative assessment.  Students must turn in all work at the time of testing in order to be 
seated for it.  Students must receive a 77% or better on all assignments as well as the final 
assessment in order to earn credit.  Grading is as follows: 
 
20% Students will prepare one typed term paper on a topic of their choice that coincides 
with the time period covered in the aforementioned chapters of the text. Students will 
bring the 5-7 pages, double spaced, typed paper to the test site.  Students will be required 
to cite at least 3 credible sources using the MLA citation format for each source (textbook 
will not count as a source).  Students are required to have a bibliography properly cited 
for all sources used.  Bibliography will not count toward page requirement. 
 
20% Students will prepare and submit 2 essays and bring them with them to the test site.  
(Essays are attached)  



 
25% Students will write 2 impromptu essays during the designated testing time.  
 
30% Students will complete an objective test based on the material covered in the 
chapters listed above 
 
5% Students will be tested on map skills and identification of geographic literacy.  
 
 
Comprehension Skills: Students should be able to do the following:  
 
- Describe the problems in American society caused by massive industrialization and the 
growth of capitalism, which prompted the need for social, political, and economic reform 
during the Progressive Era.  
 
- Discuss the United States' emergence as a world power through diplomacy and war.  
 
-Describe the lifestyle and contributions of African Americans throughout the 20th 
Century with particular emphasis on transitions towards equal rights.  
 
- Explain the causes for World War 1 in Europe and the reasons for the United States' 
involvement. Also be able, to analyze U.S. involvement in the peace process and its 
results.  
 
- Describe the role of women in U.S. life and politics throughout the 20th Century, with 
particular emphasis on the quest towards equality.  
 
- Analyze and review the reactionary decade of intolerance and conflict marked by 
postwar society in contrast to the growth in technology and the culture of the "Roaring 
Twenties.” 
 
- Describe the factors which contributed to causing the Depression of the 1930s and the 
effects of the Depression on American society. Also be able to analyze the significance 
and effectiveness of Franklin D. Roosevelt and the New Deal.  
 
- Explain the causes for World War II and the reasons for the United States' involvement. 
Also be able to compare and contrast the different theaters of the war.  
 
- Understand the effects of the war on the home front and its effects on women, African 
Americans, and Japanese Americans. Also be able to discuss the causes and implications 
of the Holocaust.  
 
- Evaluate the United States’ role in the Allied victory in 1945 with regard to Japan, 
Europe and the Soviet Union.  
 



- Discuss the formation of the United Nations and its significance to the development of a 
"new world order."  
 
- Recognize and discuss the issues, events, and politics of the Cold War from the end of 
World War 11 through the Fifties.  
 
- Describe the economic, political, and social development in postwar America in the 
Fifties, e.g.: the baby boom, mass production, the mass media, suburbia, labor unions, 
McCarthyism, and integration.  
 
- Identify and explain factors and events contributing to the complexities of the Cold War 
during the Sixties and Seventies, e.g.: the Berlin Crisis, Vietnam, the Cuban Missile 
Crisis, recognition of China, and Bay of Pigs.  
 
-Describe the interaction between social change and legislation during the Kennedy and 
Johnson administrations, specifically concerning civil rights, poverty, and the anti-war 
movement.  
 
- Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the various social and political 
movements of the 1960s and 1970s 
 
- Evaluate the significance of the achievements and failures of the Nixon administration 
in terms of its domestic and foreign affairs. Also be able to order and describe the events 
that led to Nixon's resignation and the significance of the Watergate affair,  
 
- Discuss the transition years of the Ford administration.  
 
- Examine recent changes in the American population, and discuss problems facing the 
United States and the new immigrant groups in terms of social, political and economic 
issues,  
 
- Recognize and discuss the role of the Carter administration in the Middle East peace 
process and his emphasis on Human Rights, in general.  
 
- Evaluate the effectiveness of the liberal policies of the Carter administration with regard 
to the economic and foreign political crises of the late 1970s.  
 
- Explain why the elections of Ronald Reagan and George Bush were considered a 
triumph of conservatism. Also be able to describe the major issues of debate between 
liberals and conservatives.  
 
- Evaluate the relationship between military spending during the Reagan years and US. 
Foreign affairs.  
 



-Examine the extent of the thaw in the Cold War by 1991 and how the UN and US 
responded to the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. 
 
 
Required Essays for Testing Out 
 
From the three essay options below, select two. Respond to the questions with a 
well-developed essay including an underlined thesis statement- your essay should be a 
minimum of at least five paragraphs. You will be expected to turn them in when you 
arrive at the testing site.  
 
1. Write an essay either agreeing or disagreeing with the statement "the New Deal 
constituted a revolution of the American economic system." Do you believe that it 
overturned the foundations of capitalism and replaced them with a huge, powerful 
government bureaucracy and a welfare state; OR was it merely a reform movement, 
which improved our system of free enterprise by strengthening the system. In your essay, 
you should state your position, use at least three examples from the New Deal to support 
your position, and write a conclusion which summarizes your position. If necessary, you 
may want to include your definition of revolution and/or reform.  
 
2. Democracy is the foundation of the United States, yet several times throughout the 
20th century civil liberties of American citizens have been violated. Select three 
examples in the 20th century where civil rights have been violated. Explain the specific 
violations, the circumstances, events and people surrounding the violations and how the 
conflict was resolved (if it was resolved).  
 
3. World War 1 and World War 11 have had a tremendous affect on 20th century 
American society. Explain the common characteristics and purposes that surrounded 
American involvement in these wars. What role did the United States eventually play in 
these wars, in battle and in peace? 
 


