
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME AT AAPS 
September 18, 2017 

Last newsletter of the school year. Thanks for reading; have a great summer! I’ll be doing the newsletter for 
one more year so I am looking for a replacement for the 2019-2020 school year. It’s a weekly commitment of 
about 45 minutes. Let me know if you’re interested in taking over. newsletter.thurstonpto@gmail.com – Sarah 
Russell 
 
 

Good Morning Thurston Herons, 

Believe it or not, we have made it to the final days of school!  That's right, we will be ringing the bell for the 
final dismissal next Friday, June 15, 2018 @ 11:39.  We know how excited everyone will be to finally begin 
their summer vacation!  With that said, we also want to make sure that we get everyone to their families 
safely that afternoon. 

In holding to our year end 5th grade Clap-Out tradition, we will be saying good by to our 5th grade superstars 
by giving them a roaring round of applause and high fives!  Because this is such a large event and involves all 
of our Herons, we are asking parents to wait for classroom teachers to bring the kids outside to your 
designated dismissal area.   

Attached to this email, you will find a map that indicates the designated area for you to meet the kids.  Our 
amazing special area teachers will be outside holding up signs within the designated areas to help with the 
specific grades and to give directions.  If you have multiple children in the building, please advise your oldest 
child to meet you at the youngest siblings dismissal location.   

Buses will continue to run next Friday, both to and from school.  Due to the outside dismissal, the parking lot 
will close at 11:00AM.  There will be no parent pick-up & drop off lane during this time, as we will need to 
clear this lane for the buses. 

Thank you all for your support in making sure that our plan goes off well and each of our herons make it to 
their summer destinations safely!  We look forward to seeing you next week and spending our last day 
together. 

Natasha 
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Message from Thurston PTO President 
 
I first off want to say "Thank You" to all of Thurston's families!  I have enjoyed my year as the PTO President, but next 
year we will have some new members on our PTO board.  I want to congratulate all of our new members.  For the 
2018/2019 school year our board members will be: Brandy Merritt (President), Alisa Cox (Vice-President), Maisha 
Ostergren (Fundraising Chair), Anne Traicoff (Secretary), Angela Keiter (Treasurer), Anastasia Spencer (Treasurer), Oriana 
Barnett, Diane McIntyre, Kelly Delp (PTO Members at Large), Elizabeth Morehead (TNC Chair) and Praveena Ramaswami 
(Thurston Players President).  Thank you to our Principal's and Teacher Representatives for a great year too!  
 
Please consider the many activities that we have here at Thurston and without all of our parent volunteers we wouldn't 
be able to do many of them.  Consider volunteering some of your time on one of our committee's in the fall.  We are still 
looking for someone or a group of parents to take over our "Science Olympiad" committee, we will need someone to 
take over managing our website (the current parent will train you) and we need to train someone to possibly take over 
doing our newsletter (our current newsletter editor is able to do it for 1 more year).  If you are interested in volunteering 
next year please let the PTO know by emailing at pto.thurstonelementary@gmail.com. 
 
Thank you again and can't wait to see all of you over the summer and in the fall! 
 
 

mailto:pto.thurstonelementary@gmail.com


 

 

 

Dear Families:  
Did you know that not reading all summer can cause “summer slide”? On average,  
students lose 2 months of reading skills over the summer. Yikes!   But we can prevent  
this !  Reading just 4-5 age appropriate books over the summer months goes a long  
way in stopping “the slide”.   
  
Please visit my website ( burau8.wixsite.com/thurstonlib )**, and click on “Summer  
Reading” and  “Summer Reading Slideshow” for activities and ideas to encourage  
reading.  
  
Some  ideas highlighted in the slideshow are:  
  
Thurston Summer Reading Challenge  
Barnes and Noble Summer Reading Journal  
Nicola’s Books Summer Reading -  Westgate Shopping Center  
2513 Jackson Avenue (pick up reading logs in store)  
AADL (Ann Arbor District Library) Summer Game  
  
I have gone over this information with our students, but it would be so great if you  
could encourage them to take up these challenges and read, read, read!  
  
  
It has been such a great year.  I am so looking forward to next year and hearing  
about what every Heron read this summer.  
  
Sharyl/Thurston School Librarian ( burau@aaps.k12.mi.us  for any questions)  
  
**PS:  There are many other links and activities to do on my website.  Many students  
have asked that I share the address so they can visit it this summer.  

 



 

 

 

THANK YOU from SNOW CONE SOCIAL Co-Chairs! 
 
We LOVED seeing all the Thurston students, families, friends, and alum out  
at the Snow Cone Social on Friday!  Thank you all for coming out and  
supporting our wonderful school! 
 
Special shout out to all our volunteers (both behind the scenes and working  
day-of), and Sarah Badalamente (the volunteer finder extraordinaire, even  
while on maternity leave!); Thurston’s awesome custodial services for being 
available; the wonderful set-up and clean-up crews (awesome job!); the  
ever amazing Principal York, Vice Principal Callahan and front office crew;  
Amy & Tuck Creten and Praveena Ramaswami for making a special and  
unplanned grocery store run mid-social; Thurston PTO; Thurston Green  
Schools – Ms. Anderson and Mrs. Manthey; Ms. Rothfeld and the very  
talented 5th Grade musicians; Clague PTSO for letting us borrow one snow  
cone machine; Funifaces face paint and balloon twisting; David Zinn for the  
totally unique and cool chalk art demonstration and installment (boooo for  
the Saturday rain that washed it away, but see the pic below if you missed  
it); Dobski’s Dogs; and each person who came out and enjoyed the event.   
Enjoy the last week of school!   
 
Allison Jeter & Alison Nix 
Snow Cone Social Co- Chairs 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You From the Thurston Used Book Sale Committee 

 
The Thurston Used Book Sale was a smashing success! We appreciate all those donations you sent in. The sale raised 
$1,237 for the Thurston Media Center / Library. Thank you so much to all those who donated and bought books. A big 
thanks goes out to everyone who volunteered to help with the sale. We couldn't have done it without the help of our 
Thurston Families. Enjoy your summer reading! 



 

 

 

 
 

Are you interested in planting vegetables during the 
summer? Thurston has about 10 garden boxes available for 
personal use. Suggested donation is $10 per box to support 

the existing beds. For further information, please contact 
wenjing weng at wenjingweng@gmail.com or text 480-335-

8119. 

 
 

 
Are you looking for ways for your kids to connect with friends, and get exercise this 
summer?  Join the OHAC Swim & Dive Team!  The Orchard Hills Athletic Club is your 
neighborhood Swim & Dive team right in Thurston's backyard!  OHAC provides great coaching 
in a fun atmosphere for swimmers and divers of all skill levels, including beginners.  Practices 
run weekdays for seven weeks with meets on the weekends.  You can find out more on the 
website:  http://www.ohacpool.org. 
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