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Welcome to AP US Government and Politics!    
  
AP U.S. Government summer enrichment is designed to help you to transition from thinking historically to 
thinking and writing from a political perspective. Note these enrichment activities are not required for a 
grade, but you may earn some extra credit. You have a choice of the following activities. Summer 
enrichment must be turned in on Friday September 8th in room 6205. 
 
Enrichment Activity # 1: Follow the News  
Throughout the summer, keep a journal of the national and international major news stories that capture 
your interest.  Read the newspaper, weekly news magazines, internet news sources, and/or the nightly 
network news. You should have 10 journal entries about the following:    
1) The impact this event/decision has on US government   
2) Its consequences (good/bad)   
3) How the event/decision should have happened differently 
 
Enrichment Activity # 2:  Know your Constitution   (See	Constitutioncenter	link) 
The United States Constitution: Read the entire Constitution.  One can be found in your textbook or on 
line.   (http://constitutioncenter.org/ncc_edu_Studying_the_Constitution.aspx).   This is a thorough review 
of the various provisions of the Constitution.			 
 
Enrichment Activity # 3: Plunge into Politics     ( See	Summer	Reading	Choices	Attachment)	
Choose one of the following books on politics for summer reading. The books suggested offer a variety of 
political perspectives. You may find that you do not agree with the author but try to understand as much as 
you can about the perspective he/she brings to the subject and the aspects of the political system discussed.   
As you are reading keep a list of concepts and ideas presented which are new to you. You may do this in a 
notebook. Use the following guidelines as to what areas of government to look for in the book.  

a. Which part of the political system you think this book discusses (ie: the executive branch, 
Congress, interest groups, the media & politics, etc.)  

b. What is the statement this book is making about the "state of affairs" of our government or 
world order today?  

c. What you think is the perspective of the author (how does he/she seem to feel about the subject 
matter and do they seem to show any bias when discussing the topic?) and what type of 
background do you think they have to be able to write on the topic?  

d. Your personal reaction to the topic discussed and to the author's presentation, including what you 
learned that was new to you  

e. List some examples of things with which you agree or disagree or both  
f. Think about the importance of this book – What type of impact has this book had on you?  
g. What type of an impact will it have in the political arena? Who should read this book? Why?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Summer Reading Choices Attachment 

 
Hardball (1999): The author, Chris Matthews, has spent almost thirty years on the playing field of 
American politics – from right-hand man of the Speaker of the House to the host of a highly rated political 
talk show. Matthews defines the term hardball as the discipline of gaining and holding power as it is 
practiced in the world of public affairs. This book is a political classic, which offers the inside, rules that 
govern the game of politics in Washington. This is almost a “how to be a politician” primer for anyone 
new to Washington or the Washington political scene.  
 
Feeding Frenzy (2000): This book is about “attack journalism” and American politics. It reveals the 
origins, underlying patterns, and consequences of the relentless attacks on politicians by the media. Sabato 
addresses character issues, “pack journalism”, media bias, personality and completion among journalists. 
He uses outstanding references that are very credible (think national newscasters) and, at times, funny. He 
allows you to see how the media can truly affect a political career (for better or for worse). The author of 
this book is not only a nationally acclaimed political analyst but also a professor and the director of the 
Center for Governmental Studies at the University of Virginia. 
 
The Post-American World (2009):  A non-fiction book by American journalist Fareed Zakaria. In the 
book, Zakaria argues that, thanks to the actions of the United States in spreading liberal democracy across 
the world, other countries are now competing with the US in terms of economic, industrial, and cultural 
power. While the US continues to dominate in terms of political-military power, other countries such 
as China and India are becoming global players in many fields. 
 
 



  
 


