
 

 

Pittsfield Press 

Our Mission / Nuestra misión:  
Achievement for all in a safe, nurturing setting; honoring our diversity. 

Logro para todos en un entorno seguro, de crianza; y honrar a nuestra diversidad. 

Greetings, Pittsfield Penguins! 
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     I hope everyone had a wonderful spring break and is ready to 
tackle the final two months of school. I think we are all feeling 
incredulous that the school year is nearly over! 
     We've got a staff and student favorite assembly coming up in 
April...our annual visit from Gemini! Gemini is comprised of twin 
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Save the Date 

All Parents Welcome 
Todos los padres Bienvenido 

 

Every parent is automatically a member of our low-key and 
fun PTO community. There are no dues!  Cada padre es 

automáticamente miembro de nuestro bajo llave y diversión 
organización de padres y maestros. No hay cuotas! 

6-8 p.m. Tuesday, April 11 
Free Childcare!  Cuidado de Niños Gratis! 

Continued on next page 
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May 26 
 
 

June 2 
 

June 3 
 
 

Garden Cleanup, 4-5:30 
Garden Cleanup, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. 
 
Kindergarten Vocal 
Music Concert, 6:30 
p.m. 
 
Girls on the Run 5k 
 
Gemini Performance, 
2:15 p.m. 
 
Ice Cream Social 
 
Washtenaw Science 
Olympiad 
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Penguin Points 
A message from principal carol Shakarian 
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Living Our Mission Statement - 
Achievement For All in a Safe, Nurturing 
Setting; Honoring Our Diversity   

Thank you for all who provided 
input in our annual Climate Survey. Parent 
participation for Pittsfield Elementary was at 35% as of April 10, 
2017.  We look forward to reviewing parent input over the coming 
months. 

Parent Input for the 2017-2018 school year will be sought 
soon!  We will soon send home a link to a google form in which 
you can share your child’s strengths and needs in their classroom 
placement for the upcoming year.  While staffing of next year’s 
classes is not set in stone, current class configurations look to be the 
following:  2 sections of grades K, 1, 2, 3, 4 and 1 section of grade 5. 
 
AAPS Sinking Fund Millage – May 2, 2017  

§ Levied in Ann Arbor since 2002. 
§ Provides funding to support the repair and construction of 

school buildings. Sinking Fund cannot be used for teacher 
or administrator salaries. 

§ Protects general fund dollars. 
§ Last renewed Fall 2013 for 5 years at 1 mill out of a possible 

5 mills then allowed by law 
§ Currently, Michigan law allows to levy a 

maximum of 3 mills for up to 10 
years. 

§ This is one of few local ‘levers’ 
that can be used to protect 
district general funds against 
flat or reduced state or federal 
funding. 

 
REQUEST OF AAPS VOTERS 

Increase the AAPS Sinking Fund 
Millage to do the following: 
1) Repair, improve and replace 

infrastructure 

Greetings, from front page 

Page 2 
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brothers who write and play fun, 
engaging acoustic music for 
children and families. If you can, 
stop by on May 26 at 2:15 to join the 
fun. 
    I also want to express some 
gratitude to Justina Meyer, 
Pittsfield Garden Coordinator, for 
all of her work to revive our 
precious garden. There are a variety 
of ways to get involved in 
rehabilitating the garden, including 
a Spring Garden Celebration and 
Clean Up Open House on Saturday, 
April 22nd from 10 am - 2pm. Learn 
more at www.pittsfield-
garden.com. Thank you to Justina 
and all the garden volunteers. 
 
Happy Spring! 
 
Anne Wizauer 
 

Continued on page 8 

 Newsletter 
 

Submit a photo or short article to 
Peri at stonequist@gmail.com with 
the subject line “Newsletter” by the 

second Friday.  
THANK YOU!!! 
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     Our Ice Cream Social is just around the corner!  We 
have a couple new activities this year that are sure to make 
your little penguin squeal with glee! In order for this 
annual event to be a success, we need many volunteers 
and donations.  Please sign up for as many shifts and items 
as you're able.  
     All drink donations must be dropped off in the office 
by May 31st. All cake walk donations can be dropped off 
by the morning of the event (6/2). We appreciate all you 
can do!  
  
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0b4eafa729a46
-pittsfield 

Ice Cream Social Needs You 

Pittsfield School  
Ice Cream Social 

5:30-8	p.m.	Friday,	June	2,,						Pittsfield	School	
Ice	cream	•	Pizza	•	Prizes	•	Games	•	Raffle	•	Silent	Auction	•		

Face	Painting	•	DJ	•	Rock	Wall	Slide•	Cake	Walk	

2

     Another way to help is if you are a direct 
sales consultant (i.e. Tupperware, Party Lite, 
Norwex, Thirty-One, Scentsy, Pink Zebra, 
Mary Kay, LuLaRoe) or own your own 
business or have a family member or friend 
who does. We need donations of products and 
services for the Ice Cream Social Silent 
Auction! Please consider donating an item or 
service from your business. Contact Jill 
Priestley (jillpriestley2@gmail.com) or 
Stephanie Riegle (sgriegle@gmail.com) for 
more information! 
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Pittsfield Garden News  
 

     Pittsfield Garden volunteers and students have been busy at work! Pittsfield’s 
Girl Scouts took a field trip to a llama farm and had a poop scoop party to help 

fertilize our garden. Wow! Check out the pictures below. Thank you Girl Scouts!  
    Have you seen the sugar snow peas growing in the kindergarten garden at the 
front of the school? See the photo on the front page. Thanks to Tessa for starting 
them from seed at home. Please see the next page to see some students planting 

seeds during recess and page 8 shows some seed study happening in 2nd grade.  
    We’d love to have you get involved in the garden. Learn more at our new Web site: http://www.pittsfield-
garden.com/ and consider volunteering. 

To live is to grow 
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News from Art Classes 

1

Fairy Doors and Houses 
 
     While students have 
been excited about creating 
their fairy doors and 
houses for the school 
garden, we have expanded 
our studies to touch on 
nature, plants, and also 
pollinator insects. All 
grade levels have made seed balls that are currently 
being grown by high schoolers in the AP Science 
depart at Pioneer High School. High school students 
will take a field trip to Pittsfield Elementary in early 
May to return flower plants and speak with students 
about the importance of pollinator insects, in 
particular bees.  

2

Dream Playground 
 
     In collaboration with Principal 
Shakarian, various grades have 
began to research and design their 
"dream playground." Students 
began asking driving questions 
about functionality, structure, 
space, and budget. After a field trip 
outside and a beginning 2D sketch 

students are now immersed in the construction of 
their 3D models. Any foam, bottles, paper towel 
rolls, wood scraps, tubes, popsicle sticks, etc. that 
anyone may have in bulk to donate for 
construction will be greatly welcomed and 
appreciated by the art department.  

- Ms. Avenall, Art Teacher 

Seed planting 
during recess 
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5th Graders Respond to Play 
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     The fifth graders went to 
see Rosie the Riveter and I 
loved it.  The play was about 
women who worked in a 
factory to help the men in the 
World War II.   
      My highlights were when 
the white woman apologized 
to the African-American 
woman.  She apologized to 
the woman about saying stuff 
to her.  This is what she said:  
“I’m sorry I said all that bad 
stuff to you.  I mean really, 
really sorry. I want you to 
work with me again.  I want 
you and me to be partners 
again.”  The white woman 
understood that skin color didn’t matter.  Also, the 
African-American woman helped her, which probably 
made her apologize.  That is why that is my highlight. 

- Zen V. 
 
     Today, our class went to see Rosie the Riveter.  
These are some things I enjoyed about it.  The first 
thing that I enjoyed about the musical play is that 
people from all over the world came to Detroit, 
Michigan to help behind the scenes in World War II.  
There were mostly women doing the work that men 
did while all the men were in the war.  They came to 
work every morning and they made planes every hour 
for the war.  After the war, they went back to their 
homes, started new lives and other’s stayed here in 
Michigan.  Rosie the Riveter has had a big impact on 
our lives.  Women wouldn’t be free to do things that 
men can do.  Thanks be to Rosie the Riveters. 

- Haley Mc. 
 

2

          Today we went to see Rosie the Riveter.  
These are some things I enjoyed.  Rationing, 
people gave basically everything to the soldiers.  
So for the non-soldiers, getting gum was like 
Christmas.   Next, I learned about people who 
were in the war, but not soldiers.  These women 
(and men) were mostly in the plants that make 
planes.  Next, I learned the factory made an 
airplane an hour.  The women worked so fast and 
strong that they could make a WHOLE bomber 
plane in an hour.  That’s fast!  Those are some of 
the things I enjoyed about this play. 

- Casper M. 
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Penguin points, Continued from page 2 

2

o 32 school buildings / 3,409,078 square feet 
o Average age of 60+ years 

2) Expand/construct facilities to serve increased 
enrollment due to housing growth demands 

3) Continue progress in addressing the additional 
2016 Bond Advisory Committee 
recommendations (Classroom environment, 
elementary playgrounds, auditorium repairs, 
outdoor learning spaces) 

 For details on the repair, improvement and 
replacement of infrastructure, expansion for housing 
growth, and addressing 2015 Bond Advisory 
Committee recommendations, I encourage you to 
view the AAPS 2017 Sinking Fund Information 
Video and Virtual School Tour(s) that can be 
accessed by clicking on the 2017 Sinking Fund 
Millage tab on the AAPS homepage, 
http://www.a2schools.org 
NEED MORE INFORMATION? 

ü  Visit www.a2schools.org   
ü  Contact your local school principal 
ü Email Jeanice K. Swift, Superintendent of 

Schools: swift@a2schools.org 
ü Attend an upcoming Information Meetings: 
	 Tuesday, April 25th Clague Middle School 
	 Thursday, April 27th Slauson Middle 

School 
 
BE SURE TO VOTE on Tuesday, May 2nd! 
 
Yours for Pittsfield, 
 

Carol Shakarian, Principal 



 

 

 


