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Living Our Mission Statement – Pittsfield’s Mission Statement is powerful in its 
simplicity:  Achievement For All in a Safe, Nurturing Setting  

PowerSchool and School Messenger – 
AAPS uses two information systems to improve record keeping and 
communication.  These systems are PowerSchool and School Messenger.   
 
PowerSchool manages the database where enrollment information is stored.  
PowerSchool also serves as a grade book for middle and high schools (not used 
this way at elementary).  Parents have received information regarding how to 
access their child (ren)’s PowerSchool account.  Once there you can view your 
child’s current address, phone, e-mail address and review attendance records.  
Take a moment to log into your child’s PowerSchool account and make sure 
that all of your contact information is listed and current.  If there are any 
errors, changes or additions, you can notify us right on site.  This is the fastest 
way to share new information with the school and to make sure that it is logged 
correctly [DO remember to stop by the office to update the green emergency 
cards TOO!] 
 
School Messenger uploads your contact information from PowerSchool (this is 
why it’s so important for your contact information to be updated in 
PowerSchool).  The district communications office or our school will 
periodically send out phone calls – and e-mails – to you via this automated 
system.  From a weekly message regarding your child’s lunch account balance 
due to emergency messages, School Messenger can send you important 
information in a timely manner. 
 
 
 
 
 
Student Council Officers recently elected! 
Thanks to Pittsfield Elementary School’s student council representatives and 
alternates who work to model great citizenship with us all!  Recently we held an 
all-school election for student council officers.  On the Tuesday before 
Thanksgiving Break, the candidates gave speeches describing the office and 
what each would bring to the job.  Ballots were cast and the Pittsfield Student 
Council Officer results are in!  
 
President:  Manuela Rodriguez-Dantzler, 5th grade 
Vice-President:  Christy Martinez, 4th grade  
Secretary:  Keegan Gardner, 4th grade 
Treasurer: Daniel Evans, 3rd grade 
Historian: Isabel Castrejon, 3rd grade 
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Principal Carol Shakarian
Achievement for all in a Safe, Nurturing Setting

Upcoming Events 

♦ 12/17: Last day of 
school for the year 

♦ 12/26: PTO Thrift Shop 
Fundraiser 

♦ 1/3: School Resumes/ 
Market Day Pick Up 

♦ 1/11: PTO Meeting 

♦ 1/12: PTO Thrift 
Donation Deadline 

♦ 1/17: No school for 
MLK Day 

♦ 1/21: Movie Night 
 

 

 

 



School Improvement Framework – 
All schools in the state of Michigan operate under the guidelines of the School 
Improvement Framework.  This is a comprehensive plan that allows us to 
examine and report out our standards and practices – as a district and as a school.  
The School Improvement Framework uses ‘performance indicators’ in five 
strands for which schools rate their performance.  The five strands are:   

I. Teaching For Learning 
II. Leadership 
III. Personnel & Professional Learning 
IV. School & Community Relations 
V. Data & Information Management 

Pittsfield staff and the School Improvement Team lead the way in this reflective 
work about continual school improvement – a mission that never ends!  
Pittsfield’s School Improvement Team provides oversight of this process.  
Members include Pittsfield staff: Cathy Babcock (K teacher), Char Hornak (2nd-
grade teacher), Cory Merante (4th-grade teacher), JoAnn Parkus (5th-grade 
teacher), Karen Stein (Title I teacher), and Carol Shakarian (building principal). 
Parent / PTO member is Amy Pufahl. 
 

“Pittsfield staff and 

the School 

Improvement Team 

lead the way in this 

reflective work about 

continual school 

improvement – a 

mission that never 

ends!” 
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How does our district make a “Snow Day” decision? 
When rough winter weather is in the forecast, the following occurs while we are asleep! 
 

⇒ Throughout the evening, weather conditions are monitored via Internet, TV, radio, and an informal network 
of other transportation directors throughout the area.   If warranted, a call is made to the district's snow 
routes team to go into action.  

 
⇒ At 2 AM, three transportation Supervisors and the Teamster Union Steward meet with the director of 

transportation at the transportation terminal. Each of these 4 individuals is a highly experienced driver, with 
years behind the wheel of a school bus. 

 
⇒ By 2:30 A.M., they're on the road in 4 different buses. 

 
⇒ Over the next hour or so, the buses will follow 4 predetermined routes to the 4 corners of the district.  The 

drivers will radio back comments from locations along the route, which will be recorded in the dispatch 
center.   At the same time, the director of transportation will be fielding more cell calls from other districts. 

 
⇒ This team will drive well-lit city avenues, the interstate highway, and some remote gravel roads.  They'll stop 

and walk the sidewalks at schools and check the conditions in subdivisions and neighborhoods. 
 

⇒ By 3:45 A.M., the drivers will report back to the transportation terminal.  Each driver will be polled and 
record their perceptions.  The only question is, "Can we safely open school, and get them back home?" 
 

⇒ One last tour of the cell phone circuit to other schools, and then it's time to wake up the Superintendent. 
The Superintendent will be presented with the recommendation based on all input and evidence.  After 
reviewing all the information, the Superintendent makes the final decision. 
 

⇒ This is the process used to determine the viability of the area roads to deliver AAPS students safely to and 
from school. 
 

⇒ The decision to close school is made with thought and consideration for everyone’s safety.   Listen for school 
closing information on all local news programs or check the district website www.aaps.k12.mi.us.  Finally, 
you can call the school closing hotline:  994-8684.  
 

⇒ Many of you experienced this call system on our first snow day  

this past Monday. 
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If school must be dismissed EARLY due to deteriorating winter weather 
conditions – 
The decision to dismiss school after it begins is even trickier.  This decision is 
never made lightly and we MUST be able to reach parents / guardians by phone.  
PLEASE UPDATE all phone numbers in PowerSchool and on your child’s 
EMERGENCY CARD today, and keep them current throughout the year.  Should we 
ever need to close school early, we MUST be able to call someone authorized to 
care for your child.  We will begin with the first phone contact listed and work 
our way through the numbers you provide.  Also, make sure that you have 
developed a course of action for your child should you not be able to get home 
before they do.  Discuss and review this routine with everyone involved.  Planning 
NOW in the event of an early school closing will help give you peace of mind if 
ever this happens. 
 

 
A Word About Wind Chills – 

⇒ On days when the temperature and/or wind chill are below 0ºF: 
Students will not have recess outside 

⇒ On days when the temperature and/or wind chill are below -20ºF (20 
below zero): 

Schools will be closed 
 
Especially For Parents on the Ann Arbor Public Schools Web Site! 
Have you checked out this most useful resource on the AAPS Web Site?  Just go to 
the AAPS Home Page at www.aaps.k12.mi.us and click on the Especially for 
Parents link (left side of page).  Once there you can access information such as 
The AAPS Rights and Responsibilities Handbook, K – 5 Curriculum Outcomes, K-5 
Sample Report Cards, School Lunch Menus, and more!  There may be answers to 
questions you haven’t yet asked. 
 
December is a time of reflection.  I appreciate the positive spirit and climate in 
our building. We place a premium on student engagement in learning, teaming, 
good communication and respectful words and actions.  I trust you have 
experienced these at Pittsfield. As always, my door is open for your thoughts and 
/ or comments.  Have a wonderful winter break!   
 
On to 2011! 

 
Carol Shakarian, Principal 
 

“The decision to 

dismiss school after it 

begins is even trickier.  

This decision is never 

made lightly and we 

MUST be able to reach 

parents / guardians by 

phone.  “ 

 

 



 
  
  

 

This section of the press is dedicated to getting to know the  
teachers in our school. 
 
Thanks to the teachers for taking the time to share with everyone! 
 
This month we get to know Norma Davis and Kara Armstrong. 
 

 
New Teacher – Norma Davis 
 
Hello! My name is Norma Davis, and I wanted to say how happy I am to be here as a long-term 
substitute for Dr. McCabe in Reading Intervention. This assignment has been especially gratifying 
because I have a passion for reading and get to work every day with children who are trying very 
hard to be able, fluent readers. I am also delighted to be here at Pittsfield where the 
competent, friendly staff and hard working, engaged children combine for a really evident 
positive learning environment! 
  
I received my Master’s of Education and Endorsement to teach English as a Second Language 
through the ELMAC program at the University of Michigan.  I am a long time Ann Arbor resident, 
having moved here to attend U of M as an undergrad (many years ago, but who’s counting?)  I live 
near Pittsfield Elementary with my husband, Peter, and one of our three grown daughters.  Alix, 
Pier, and Hope all attended Ann Arbor Schools, and Mrs. Shakarian knew my two oldest when 
they attended Forsythe Middle School and she was one of the principals! Please stop by the 
Reading Room to say “Hello!” 

 
Kara Armstrong 
 
Grade teaching this year: 3rd   

Student Council Administrator 
Coordinator of the 5th Grade Promotion 

Grades taught in the past: 3rd (9 years) & 4th (1 year) 
College from which you graduated: Western Michigan University 
Years at Pittsfield: 8  
Favorite food: Chicken and Sushi  
Favorite movies: The Goonies and Beetlejuice 
Hometown: Lansing, MI 
Who’s in your family? Mother, Father and 1 brother 
Favorite Pittsfield event: 
Something you may not know about 
me: 

Talent Show 
I am a huge sports fan!  My Father went to MSU and 
played football during 1964/1965. 

  

  

Featured Teachers 
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The Press is Online! 

Pittsfield Elementary 

2543 Pittsfield Blvd. 
 Ann Arbor, MI  48104 

 (734)997-1218 
  

Phone: 

(734) 997-1218 

Carol Shakarian, Principal 
shakaria@aaps.k12.mi.us 

We’re on the Web!  Check out our Google calendars for the latest on all school events! 
http://pittsfield.a2schools.org/pittsfield.home/pittsfield_home 

Achievement 
for all in a Safe, 

Nurturing 
Setting

 

PTO Thrift Shop News 
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The Pittsfield Press is printed and distributed in backpack mail 
every month.  It is also available electronically on the school 
website.  If you would like to stop receiving the paper version of 
the newsletter and just read it online, please email Jenn Carlson at 
carlsongoblue@hotmail.com with the name of your student(s) and 
his or her teacher(s). 
 

Pittsfield's next fund-raiser at the PTO Thrift Shop starts Sunday, Dec. 26 
and runs through New Year's Day. If we can collect the most tokens from 
shoppers that week (1 token is awarded for every $5 spent in the store), 
we'll win the $500 grand prize ... again!  
 
Thanks to your strong support, we reached the $500 prize once already 
this year. So this is the perfect time to spend your holiday gift money - or 
buy the things you wish you'd received - in a way that keeps giving to your 
community! 
 
This fundraiser will help support Pittsfield's efforts to celebrate its 
wonderful diversity. The funds will let PTO continue to contribute funding 
toward the day we invite our parents to visit our school and see how they 
contribute to the richness of our Pittsfield experience on National African 
American Parent Involvement Day. We need our parents' involved in our 
school, and thanks to our NAAPID events; we make sure all of us know 
we're welcome and appreciated. 
 
The PTO Thrift is located at 2280 S. Industrial. As an added bonus: The 
store often runs a 50 percent off everything sale on Jan. 1. We'll keep you 
posted if that extra discount applies during our fundraising period. 
 

Paula Gardner 
Pittsfield's PTO Thrift Coordinator 
 

PTO email Alerts 

The PTO regularly communicates information about upcoming 
events via email distribution.  If you would like to be added to our 
PTO e-mail distribution list, please contact Jenine Curry, PTO e-
mail Coordinator at jeninecurry@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 



December 
Mystery 

Art Question

Happy Holidays,
    Robin Mendenhall 
             & Alex Vinter

Art Word 
Wall: 
  Graffito, 
  Sponge 
  Painting, 
  & Paper 
  Stencil

November Mystery Art Question

Answer: C      Winner: 
         Na’Tasha J.  5th grade 

Cartography is the art of:
  a) Car Navigation Design
               b) Cart Photography
                           c) Map Making

December 2010

Graffito is a drawing 
technique of scratching 

through wet paint. 
True or Faslse

Fall Flowers 
Bouquet 
Collage 

by 
Cassandra V. 

1st grade

Hemisphere Map
                    by Sakura A. 3rd grade 
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The Art Page: www.aaps.k12.mi.us/pittsfield.mendenha

Paper “Stained Glass” Snowflakes by Ms. Parkus’ 4th grade 

Fossil & Earth 
Layers Graffito 
Picture 
by Megan S. 
2nd grade

Snowflakes are again falling inside Pittsfield!  
 Some beautiful ones adorn our win-
dows and some are being used as painting 
stencils. They all add to the holiday cheer. 
There is something magical about folding a 
piece of paper, removing a few paper shapes, 
and a beautiful design appears.
 First graders have finished their Fall 
Flower Bouquet Collages, second graders, 
their Fossil & Earth Layers Crayon Resist 
Pictures, and third graders have completed 
their Hemisphere Map Paintings. Classes ex-
plored Graffito which is a drawing technique 
of scratching through wet paint, and Paper 
Snowflakes as a painting stencil for water 
color.
Snowflake Stencil Design
by Joseph S. 
5th grade 

Snowflake 
Stencil Design

by Ashley M. 3rd grade 



Hours
M-F 9-7 Sat 9-6 Sun 11-5

Donations Accepted Mon-Sat
Call for Details and FREE Furniture Pick-up

A2PTOThriftShop.org
2280 S. Industrial Hwy  734.996.9155

SHOP - DONATE - FUNDRAISE
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
 

 
 

 

 

29 
 

 

 

 

30 
 

 

 

 

31 
 

1 
 

 

 

2 
 

 

 

3 
School Resumes 

 

 

 

4 
 

 

 

 
 

5 
 

      

SIT  

6 
 

 

7 
***Orthodox 

Christmas 

8 

9 10 
 

11 
 

 

PTO Meeting 6:30 PM 

 

 

12 
 

 

Staff Meeting 

13 
 
 

14 
 

 

15 

16 17 
MLK Jr. DAY 
NO SCHOOL FOR 

STUDENTS / STAFF 

 

 

18 
 

 

19 
 

 

 

20 
 

 

 

21 
 

Family Movie Night 

6:30 – 8:00 p.m. in 

MPR 

22 
 

 

23 
 

 

 

       30 

24 
 

 

 

             31 

25 
 

 

 

26 
 

 

Staff meeting 

27 
 

 

 

28 
 

 

29 
 

2011 

January 

WINTER BREAK 

No School for Students / Staff January 17
th

  

 

Hearing / Vision Screening gr. 2-5 


