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 The Pittsfield Press      

Living Our Mission Statement – Pittsfield’s Mission Statement is powerful in 
its simplicity:  Achievement for All in a Safe, Nurturing Setting  

 

April is Volunteer Appreciation Month!  I wish to take this opportunity to 
thank all of those who volunteer at our wonderful neighborhood school.  Some 
of you volunteer in our classrooms facilitating centers and workshops, some of 
you lend a hand during evening events such as Family Movie Night or Ice 
Cream Social, some of you chaperone day trips to Kensington or Leslie Science 
Center, others chaperone our 5th grade overnight trip to Camp Storer, and all 
are daily partners in the education of their child.  Whatever your presence, 
your contribution is noticed and appreciated.  Thank you! 

 

Survey Results Coming Soon! - We recently asked you to give your responses 
to some key questions regarding you and your child’s educational experiences 
at Pittsfield Elementary.  We are pleased that many of you took the 
opportunity to respond to the survey.  Results from respondents will be 
gathered and considered in our school improvement process / efforts. A 
summary of such input will then be shared in an upcoming communiqué. 

 

The MEAP Embargo has been lifted! – Below you will find a snapshot of MEAP 
results for our 3rd, 4th and 5th graders who took the MEAP tests back in 
October.  The results were not released to the public until late in the day 
Thursday March 31st; thus this is the first opportunity to share with you.  
Individual student scores will come home in short order (if you haven’t 
received them by now).  Your child’s classroom teacher can best address 
questions about your child’s scores. 

As you review the year-to-year data listed below, note that the students 
change from year to year, so it’s not a pure comparison.  You might, however, 
make a generalization that one year’s 3rd graders are essentially the following 
year’s 4th graders, and so forth.  It might also be worthwhile to note the 
number of students in each category tested. 
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Principal Carol Shakarian 
Achievement for all in a Safe, Nurturing Setting  

Upcoming Events 

 4/22: No School – Good 
Friday 

 4/25: Talent Show 
Entry Forms Due 

 4/25: Book Fair is 
Open 

 4/28: Science Fair 

 4/28: Restaurant Night 

 5/2: Market Day Pick 
Up 

 5/10: PTO Meeting 

 5/12: Music Concert 

 5/20: Talent Show Try 
Outs 

 5/16: 5th Grade Camp 

 

Penguin Points - Messages from the Principal  

 

 

   

School DROP off of students is from 

8:40 AM - 8:45 AM 

No early drop offs, please. 
IF you need to drop your child off 

BEFORE 8:40 AM, then you must sign 

up for before-school childcare.  Please 

call childcare at 994-2298.  Thank you! 
 



3-Year Table of MEAP Proficiency by entire grade 

Grade 3 MEAP Proficiency 2010 2009 2008 

Mathematics 100% 83.7% 86% 

Reading 86.9% 88.4% 78.6% 

Number Tested 38-39 43 43 

    

Grade 4 MEAP Proficiency 2010 2009 2008 

Mathematics 91.1% 88.2% 97.2% 

Reading 82.2% 82.4% 91.2% 

Writing 57.8% N/A 67.6% 

Number Tested 45 34 35 

    

Grade 5 MEAP Proficiency 2010 2009 2008 

Mathematics 83.7% 83.9% 71.5% 

Reading 83.8% 87.1% 68.6% 

Science 70.2% 80.7% 71.4% 

Number Tested 37 31 35 
 

“Individual student 

[MEAP] scores will come 

home in short order (if 

you haven’t received 

them by now).  Your 

child’s classroom 

teacher can best 

address questions about 

your child’s scores.” 
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It is also important to note what the above scores mean.  As an example, 100% of our 3rd graders 
met the current year’s target percentage of correct answers to score ‘proficient / advanced’ in 
reading.  The target score to reach for proficiency on this year’s MEAP tests in two prominent 
areas: 
 69% target in reading (to score proficient) 
 77% target in mathematics (to score proficient) 
 
From this year’s scores, the areas we are focusing on to see growth in achievement are writing 
and science across the grades.  
 
As we look to be proficient next school year, it will be important to note that the targets will 
increase accordingly: 
 79% target in reading (to score proficient) 
 82% target in mathematics (to score proficient) 

 
Classroom Placement Input Form is attached to this month’s newsletter. The form (attached to 
this newsletter) asks for your input regarding your child’s needs or any input that will help us as 
we look to balance classrooms for fall 2011.  We hope to continue to staff with 11 classroom 
teachers.  However, this decision – as always – depends on student enrollment numbers.  It is 
most likely that for the 2011-2012 school year, we will have a 3 / 4 split class.  If you know of a 
family who will enroll at Pittsfield in the near future, please encourage them to call our school 
office to get that process started.  Be sure to fill out one of the classroom placement input 
forms for each child you have returning to Pittsfield; these are due to the main office by 
Wednesday, May 11, 2011. Thank you. 

 
Other Reminders –  
 
 Ill Students:  If your child has an illness, he/she should remain home until symptom free.  

Our school nurse, here only on Tuesday each week, does not diagnose a child’s illness.  
That should be done by the family physician (or Scarlett’s Health Center RAH, if you 
wish!).  

 

 Student Participation in Recess:  If your child is well enough to be in school, the 
expectation is that s/he will participate in class and lunch recess unless we receive a 
written statement from the child’s doctor to indicate differently.  Thank you! 
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In Appreciation – April and May bring two most important dates that remind us 
how important our secretaries and teachers are to us!  April 27th this year is 
Professional Secretaries Day and May 3rd is National Teachers Day.  Please join me 
in thanking both Ms. Moore and Mrs. Winters, our office professionals and our 
Pittsfield staff who make a child’s day, every day!  From the smiles and helpful 
direction beginning the day, to good morning welcomes in the main lobby, to the 
determination to help each child succeed, Pittsfield remains a positive, 
predictable, educational environment and one of which I am proud to be a part. 
 
Yours for Pittsfield, 

 

Principal Shakarian 

 
 

“Please join me in 

thanking both Ms. 

Moore and Mrs. 

Winters, our office 

professionals and our 

Pittsfield staff who 

make a child’s day, 

every day!“ 

 

 

Nursing Notes: Ann Burdick, RN – Pittsfield School Nurse 
 
This is just a reminder for parents to monitor their student(s) for head lice.  Although this has been 
a pretty normal year in regards to total number of cases, prevention of head lice warrants this 
reminder.  Any time children come together (i.e. school, Girl/ Cub Scouts. Little League), head 
lice cases increase.  This is especially the case for younger children, due to the head-to-head 
contact that grade school children engage in.  As your child grows, there is encouragement in the 
fact that Middle School & High School students have significantly less head lice. 
 
Direct head-to-head, physical contact is the usual method of transmission.  This is due to the fact 
that lice do NOT jump, fly, or swim, but do crawl.  Children should be taught not to share or trade 
personal items (hats, combs, brushes, head bands, barrettes, foam-padded head phones, helmets, 
etc). 
 
If your child has head lice, prompt treatment is required.  In addition to killing the live lice, the 
nits (eggs) MUST be removed.  This is a time-consuming, on-going step that is VITAL.  It is 
comforting to know that head lice CANNOT survive on your pets.  In addition to the treatment, you 
also have to vacuum/ wash & dry /set aside stuffed animals, carpeting, upholstered furniture, 
bedding, towels, coats, clothing, etc. 
 
Pittsfield follows the AAPS Lice Policy.  A summary that gives excellent information is available at:  
http://www.aaps.k12.mi.us/aaps.forparents/files/liceprevention.pdf 
 
Please let us know if we can assist you in any way.  We appreciate your efforts in helping the 
Pittsfield community minimize this nuisance.  

 

 

“If your child has head 

lice, prompt treatment 

is required“ 

http://www.aaps.k12.mi.us/aaps.forparents/files/liceprevention.pdf


  

Page 4 of 11 The Pittsfield Press School Announcements 

Pittsfield students were busy reading during March Is Reading Month and the hallways are shining with our reading 
stars! Congratulations to all the students who participated.  
 
While the reading stars were not a competition, congratulations are due to Ms. Babcock's and Ms. Torrey's classes 
for getting the most stars. Each class averaged 9 1/2 hours of reading per student. Great job! 
 
We kicked off the month with an assembly with guest reader State Representative Jeff Irwin. Thanks to Simone 
Samano-McDaniel for organizing the assembly and to Caitlin Phillips, Wanda Perez, Deanna Kempke and Susan 
Carroll who bagged 300 bags of popcorn for the students. 
 
A huge thank you to the following parents for all the time they put into writing names and cutting, stringing, and 
hanging stars all month: Samina Barritt, Jenine Curry, Marcia Ellis, Kim Lazarz, Alison McCrystal, Wanda Perez, 
Simone Samano-McDaniel, and Janet Shane. 
 
The week before the break, students were given a free used book and a coupon for a free book from Children's 
Orchard. The month's celebrations ended with Barbara Shutzgruber. Thank you to Deanna Kempke and all who help 
organize this event. 

 

Jeri Schneider 
Library Media Specialist 
 

 

         

March was Reading Month! 

You don't need to be a runner to participating in this event!  This is a very family orientated, low-key morning 
and walkers are present is large numbers.  Participants line-up on the starting line based on their anticipated mile 
times.  More serious runners constitute the first third of the pack, everyday runners line-up in the middle, and 
walkers are next.  Timing chips are available if you are interested in recording your time, but wearing one is not 
necessary.  The race is held each year on the first Sunday in May, so consider watching the event this year to 
cheer on your Pittsfield participants and participate yourself next year!  And did I mention the free food after you 
finish the event?  Participants are rewarded with bagels, bananas, oranges, water, Gatorade, and coffee for all of 
your efforts.  
 
This year's race is being held on Sunday May, 1 at 8:30am.  Registration for one of the four events (5K Walk, 5K 
Run, 10K Run, or 0.5 mile Kid's Fun Run) is available on the website at www.burnsparkrun.org.  The Kid's Fun Run 
(for 3-8 year olds) begins a little later at 10am. The majority of the registration fee from any of the events will go 
directly back to the Pittsfield PTO.  If you aren't able to participate, you can also take the opportunity to donate 
to the Pittsfield PTO and support the activities at our school.  To donate from the burnsparkrun.org website, 
scroll down to the lower part of the home page (below the video link) to the text, 'School Donation Form'.  Follow 
the instructions to donate online.  Please contact Kim Lazarz (Daniel and David's mom) at klazarz28@yahoo.com if 
you have any questions.  If you are new to this type of event, we can send you the information from Information 
Night to answer any questions you might have.  Hope to see lots of Pittsfield families at the event! 
 

Burns Park Walk/Run 

mailto:klazarz28@yahoo.com


 
 

 

 The Press is Online! 

Pittsfield Elementary 

2543 Pittsfield Blvd. 

 Ann Arbor, MI  48104 

 (734)997-1218 

  

Phone: 

(734) 997-1218 

Carol Shakarian, Principal 

shakaria@aaps.k12.mi.us 

We’re on the Web!  Check out our Google calendars for the latest on all school events! 
http://pittsfield.a2schools.org/pittsfield.home/pittsfield_home 

Achievement 
for all in a Safe, 

Nurturing 
Setting 

 

Ice Cream Social 
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The Pittsfield Press is printed and distributed in backpack mail 
every month.  It is also available electronically on the school 
website.  If you would like to stop receiving the paper version of 
the newsletter and just read it online, please email Jenn Carlson at 
carlsongoblue@hotmail.com with the name of your student(s) and 
his or her teacher(s). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Home  

 What's New  

 PTO Board  

 Events & Calendar  

 Fundraising  

 Pittsfield Press  

 Pittsfield School  

 Links & Forms  

 Contact Us  

"Our next restaurant night will take place at Noodles and Co. in  
Arborland Mall on Thursday April 28th. So, come join other Pittsfield  
families the evening of Science Fair from 4-9pm and 25% of the proceeds  
will benefit our school. Backpack flyers will be distributed soon." 
 

PTO email Alerts 
The PTO regularly communicates information about upcoming 
events via email distribution.  If you would like to be added to our 
PTO e-mail distribution list, please contact Jenine Curry, PTO e-
mail Coordinator at jeninecurry@gmail.com 
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 Fundraising  

 Pittsfield Press  

 Pittsfield School  

 

 

 
 Restaurant Night 

Save the Date for the annual Pittsfield Ice Cream Social 
June 3rd at 6:30 PM 
If you are willing to help put on this fantastic and well loved 
activity, contact Alison McCrystal at virtual.alison@gmail.com 
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Attn: Kroger Community Rewards Participants 
 
All participants must re‐ sign up for the program during April in order to earn funds for our 
school during 2011‐2012. 
  
Even  if  you  have  already  signed up  for  Kroger  Community  Rewards  in  February  or March—
which will earn our school funds as part of the 05/01/2010 to 04/30/2011 program—you must 
sign  up  again  in  April  to  continue  earning  rewards  during  the  coming  year  05/01/2011  to 
04/30/2012. 
  
It’s easy to enroll or re‐enroll in Kroger Community Rewards. 
Just visit www.krogercommunityrewards.com, click on “Michigan” and click on “Enroll” or “Re‐
enroll”  You  must  have  a  valid  online  account  at  Kroger.com  and  must  sign  up  online  to 
participate.  
  
Step by step instructions: 

Go to www.krogercommunityrewards. Com 
Click Michigan 

Click “Re‐enroll” if you were registered in the program last year. 
1.       Put in your e‐mail 
2.       Put in your password ‐(If you forgot the password you set 
up please go thru the “Forgot you password”) 
3.       Find your organization by typing in your organization’s 
NPO number 
4.       Click the “Select Your Organization” 
5.       Click the” Save Changes” 

‐‐or‐‐ 
Click “Enroll” If you have never been a part of Kroger Community 
Rewards.com, Kroger.com or registered with the scan bar method 
last year. 
 
 

Thank you for Supporting Pittsfield Elementary PTO!! 
 



March/April
Mystery 

Art Question

Happy Spring,
  Robin 
  Mendenhall
  & Alex Vinter

Art Word Wall: 
Wedging Clay,
Rubbing,
Tangram,
& Modeling

April 2011

What shape can be the be-
ginning drawing of many 

objects such as a Box, 
Book, Chair, & House?

It has four letters:
__ __ __ __
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Tangram 
Animals 
by 
India T.
&
Lara M. 
4th grade 
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Cube Print 
by Seth B.
3rd grade 

 Even though Youth Art and Music 
Month is over, the art making continues. Stu-
dents have been wedging clay to make Bean 
Bowls, assembling tangrams for drawings, 
creating Flower Sets for 
the Kindergarten & 
2nd Grade Concert, and 
finishing book image 
projects (book 
sculptures & book
 banners) to celebrate 
March Reading Month.

Cat Book 
by 
Ashlee 
F.  
3rd 
grade

Book Sculpture 
by Joseph S. 

5th grade 

Book Monster  
by Patrick T. 3rd grade 

Bird Rubbing
by Cassandra V. 
1st grade

Flowers for Concert
by Ms. Lauer’s 
2nd grade





VOTE in the  
Special Education Millage Renewal  

Election on MAY 3rd! 
 
Attention Parents:  Please tell your friends and neighbors to vote May 3rd in 
the Washtenaw County Special Education Millage Renewal. 
 

This 7-Year Renewal raises about $14 Million Per Year for K-12  
and 

Benefits ALL Washtenaw Students 
 

ANN ARBOR PARENTS CARE BECAUSE…. 
 

In Ann Arbor:  1 in 8 students receive Special Education services that 
improve their prospects for a better life. 
 

Special Education Services are MANDATED by the government. 
  

Since Ann Arbor Schools will receive nearly 6 million per year from this 
millage to provide these mandated services, if the millage renewal does 
not pass the district will have to cut into its operating budget – 
impacting EVERY Ann Arbor student.    

 
WASHTENAW PARENTS SHOULD KNOW… 
 

This is a non-partisan millage renewal.  
 

Studies show early efforts to remedy students’ learning problems save 
substantial amounts of money over time.  
 

Every Washtenaw County family benefits from this millage renewal since it 
will help fund the Special Education Services in the County’s 10 school 
districts as well private and charter schools. 
 

Deep cuts in educational funding by state lawmakers have negatively 
impacted Michigan school budgets.  The millage renewal will prevent 
millions more dollars from being lost by Washtenaw County districts. 
 

Renewal of the millage does not increase your current tax rate. The 
tax will remain at 0.985 mills, which is slightly less than one percent of 
taxable value. (For example, if your home is worth $150,000, you are 
paying about $74 per year.) 
 

For more information, please visit www.washtenawfriends.org 
  

Grab a friend or two  

and vote for education on May 3rd! 

www.washtenawfriends.org


                                                              Pittsfield Elementary School Calendar 10 / 11      4/5/11 
 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
 

2 3 
National Teachers’ 
Day 
 
County-Wide 
Election Day 

4 
 
 
 
SIT 

5 
Cinco De Mayo 
 

6 
 

7 
 
 
 

               
8 
Mother’s Day 

9 
 
 

10 
 
 
 
PTO Meeting 6:30 PM 
 

11 
 
 
 
Staff Meeting/Report 
Writing 
 

12 
 
 
 
Music Concert 6:30 PM: 
5th gr. Instrumental 
Merante’s VM 

13 
 
 
 
 
 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
 
 
 
 

17 
 
 
 

18 
 
 
 
 

19 
 

20 
 
 
 

21 
 

22 23 
 
 
 

24 
 

25 
 
NO Staff Meeting in 
lieu of Report Writing 

26 
 
Capitol Trip, Lansing 
4th Grade 
 

27 
 
All-School Assembly: 
GEMINI Concert in PM  

28 

29 
 
 

             
 

30 
Memorial Day 
NO SCHOOL 
 
 

31 
Field Day in PM 

 
1 
 

2 3 
Ice Cream Social 
5:30 – 8:00 p.m. 
Gym, MPR, grounds 
 

4 

 
2011 

May 

No School 
on May 30th  

 
5th GRADE CAMP at Camp Storer 

 



Pittsfield Elementary School 

Class Placement Parent Input Form 2011-2012 

Return to Principal 

         

Please complete a form for each child.      DUE:  MAY 11, 2011 

 
Dear Pittsfield Families: 

 

The Pittsfield staff is beginning to look at classroom organization for the 2011 - 2012 school year.  

We spend considerable time placing students in what we feel are equitable teaching groups in 

order to make the classes as balanced as possible.  The following considerations can help 

determine class placement: group dynamics (academic and social factors), 

gender/ethnic/instructional level balance, special education needs, and continuation of instruction 

with the same teacher or team. 

 

We welcome your input.  Please share specific information about your child that will help with 

his / her class placement next year by returning this form to the principal by WEDNESDAY, 

MAY 11, 2011.  

 

This form (one for each child) must be returned by the deadline in order to be a consideration in 

the process.  Lack of parental input will not diminish our careful consideration in creating 

Pittsfield’s classes for next school year.  We will do our best to match the learning needs of your 

child with a proper classroom fit; however, the complexity of this task may negate a request if 

made. 

 

Projected enrollment figures indicate that we will have two sections of kindergarten, two sections 

of grade one, two sections of grade 2, one sections of grade 3 and a 3 / 4 split, one section of 

grade 4, and two sections of grade 5.  Enrollment figures near the start of the school year may 

change this preliminary configuration.  

 

We will continue to have full-time Title 1 support, part-time ESL and special education support.  

It is completely possible that some staff will be teaching grades other than their current 

assignments.  We cannot guarantee that a particular teacher or teaching situation will be available 

next year. 

 

Timeline:  Return this form (one for each child) by WEDNESDAY, MAY 11, to share input that 

will help us with classroom placement.  In August 2011, class placements are finalized.  Parents 

will be notified of their child’s placement in late August or early September with school 

beginning after Labor Day.  All class placements are subject to change based on our enrollment 

in the fall. 

 

 

Child’s Name: ______________________ Current Teacher:  ____________________ 

 

Parent / Guardian Name(s):  ______________________________ 

 

Input regarding your child’s needs (include whether siblings should be placed together or apart): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Use back of sheet if needed…. 
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