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Living Our Mission Statement – Pittsfield’s Mission Statement is powerful in 
its simplicity:  Achievement for All in a Safe, Nurturing Setting  

 

Dear Pittsfield Families and Friends:  

It certainly has been a spring; what a roller coaster ride!  As this edition goes 
to press, it remains my pleasure to be the leader of our jewel of a school, 
Pittsfield Elementary.  I smile as I write this; it’s spring and spring activities 
abound.  We are conducting tours to prospective families, fifth graders are off 
to camp, and we are conducting the final formal weeks of class for this school 
year.  Kindergartners have grown taller, first graders have gained confidence, 
second graders are budding writers, third graders are learning to balance 
academics and friendships, fourth graders are finding their voice in so many 
ways and fifth graders are becoming too cool to be in elementary school (or so   
they think!) 

Fifth-Grade Promotion – We celebrate the promotion of  
our 5th-grade class!  Join us for this very special evening  
on Wednesday, June 15th.  The promotion ceremony  
begins at 6:30 PM followed by refreshments.   
Congratulations to the Pittsfield 5th-grade class of 2011! 

 
And the Survey Says – Recently approximately 26% of our parent population 
took our School Improvement Survey.  The following is a sampling of some of 
those perceptions.    
 When asked of the responsiveness of my child’s teacher:  72% said 

“excellent”; 28% said “good”. 
 When asked whether the teacher meets my child’s academic needs: 

75% said “excellent; 19% said “good”. 
 When asked whether the teacher reaches out to me [parent] in a 

welcoming and respectful manner: 88% said “excellent”; 23% said 
“good”. 

 When asked about the atmosphere of our lunchroom / playground: 
58% said “excellent”; 32% said “good”. 

 When asked about the overall satisfaction with my child’s school: 65% 
said “excellent”; 29% said “good”. 

 When asked about the safety and security within the school:  61% said 
“excellent”; 31% said “good”. 

 When asked about feeling welcomed throughout the school:  84% said 
“excellent”; 15% said “good”. 
 

The School Improvement Team reviews this 
data along with student and staff perceptions 
as part of the school improvement process. 
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Achievement for all in a Safe, Nurturing Setting  

Upcoming Events 

 5/26: 4th Grade Trip to 
Lansing 

 5/26 Restaurant Night -  
Dominoes Pizza 

 5/27: Gemini Concert 

 5/30: Memorial Day – No 
School 

 5/31: Field Day PM 

 6/3: Ice Cream Social 

 6/9: Title 1 Parent 
Breakfast 

 6/14: PTO Meeting 6:00 

 6/15: 5th Grade Promotion 

 6/16: Talent Show  

 6/17: Last day of school - 

AM only 

 

Penguin Points - Messages from the Principal  

   

 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Special Thanks - Pittsfield Robotics students wish to thank the parents who 
conducted, supervised, and supported the 2011 Robotics Club for seven weeks this 
spring!  Special thanks to: 
 

 Jim Carroll 

 Charlotte Mayhew 

 Janet Shane 

 Yitah Wu 

 Alex Galkin 

 Caitlin Phillips 
 

Robotics Club couldn’t happen without your vision, dedication and time.  THANK 
YOU! 
 
And in the End - This is the final newsletter of the school year and on behalf of the 
professional educators at Pittsfield Elementary, I wish to take this opportunity to 
thank you for your smiles, encouragement, conversations, cooperation, inspiration 
and partnership.  Together we are strong! 
 
Yours for Pittsfield, 

 

Carol L. Shakarian, Principal 

 

 
 

“Thank you for your 

smiles, 

encouragement, 

conversations, 

cooperation, 

inspiration and 

partnership.  

Together we are 

strong!” 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 
THE ANNUAL PITTSFIELD 

ICE CREAM SOCIAL 
IS COMING SOON! 

FRIDAY, JUNE 3, 2011 
5:30 PM - 8:00 PM 

DON'T MISS THE FUN! 
 
 
 

Volunteers are still needed to make this amazing event successful.  Everyone can help!  Sign up to 
work the Ice Cream Social in the front lobby of the school or contact Alison McCrystal - 

virtual.alison@gmail.com 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Ice Cream Social 

mailto:virtual.alison@gmail.com
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Burns Park Run Wrap-Up 
 

Thanks to all the parents and kids that participated in the event!  The kids had a fabulous time and we even had a 

few kids in the top three in their age groups!  We still don't have a final total on the amount raised, but many of the 

parents were able to obtain sponsorships from local businesses or from family friends totaling over $1000, plus the 

$330 for registration.  We will send an email with the final tally, once available.   

 

Next year, if parents are interested, we could arrange group walks/runs on Friday afternoons starting in March to get 

everyone ready for the event.  Please feel free to visit the website www.burnsparkrun.org and see all kids with 

smiling faces, which is really the best advertisement available for the event!  Please feel free to email Kim Lazarz 

(Daniel and David Evan's mom) klazarz@yahoo.com if you have any questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our enthusiastic Pittsfield runners! 
Back Row: Daniel Evans, Rory McDaniel, Parker Woodruff, David Evans, Octavia Anderson, Lilly Woodruff 

Front Row: Sophia Riegle, Josh Carlson, Becca Carlson, Verena Wu 

http://www.burnsparkrun.org/
mailto:klazarz@yahoo.com


 
  

       

Thanks for a great year!  
See you in the fall!  
Come check out the PTO 

and all it has to offer! 

 

Q: What is PTO?   
 
A: An organization of parents 
working with the teachers 
and administrators to make 
Pittsfield the best place to 

be! 

Q: PTO sounds intimidating, 
is it?   
 
A: No!  The PTO is just a 
group of parents who care 
deeply about Pittsfield and 

meet monthly at the school. 

Q: PTO sounds like a lot of 
time and commitment.  If I 
don’t have a lot of time, is it 
still for me?  
 
A: Yes!  You can do as much 
or as little as you want, and 
you can even just attend 
meetings to hear firsthand 
what is going on, and to 

offer ideas and suggestions. 

Q: What does the PTO really do? 
 
A: In a nutshell, the PTO works to 
make Pittsfield the best it can be.  We 
support the school improvement 
team, volunteer at school activities 
and come up with ways to raise money 
to support Pittsfield, the students and 
the staff.  We then allocate this 
money to support the teachers 
classroom projects, pay for field trip 
busses and plan and support events 
such as the Ice Cream Social, Movie 
Nights, and the newsletter you are 

reading right now! 

Q: PTO is great for the 
students, but is there 
anything in it for me? 
 
A: Actually there is!  When 
you come to PTO meetings 
and get involved, you join an 
awesome community of 
interested parents and build 
relationships.  You also get 
to hear directly from the 
principal and the teachers 
firsthand about what is going 
on at Pittsfield! 

OK!  You convinced me!  What do I do now?! 
 
Come to the last PTO meeting of the year on 
June 14th at 6:00 pm at Pittsfield.  Get to 
know the PTO, chat with our Principal, Carol 
Shakarian, have a snack, learn about how the 
ice cream social went and what our plans are 
for next year.  Get involved! 
 
For more information, contact the president, 
Deanna Kempke at dkempke@live.com 

 

Parent Teacher Organization (PTO): 
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The Press is Online! 

Pittsfield Elementary 

2543 Pittsfield Blvd. 

 Ann Arbor, MI  48104 

 (734)997-1218 

  

Phone: 

(734) 997-1218 

Carol Shakarian, Principal 

shakaria@aaps.k12.mi.us 

We’re on the Web!  Check out our Google calendars for the latest on all school events! 
http://pittsfield.a2schools.org/pittsfield.home/pittsfield_home 

Achievement 
for all in a Safe, 

Nurturing 
Setting 
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The Pittsfield Press is printed and distributed in backpack mail every month.  It is 
also available electronically on the school website.  If you would like to stop 
receiving the paper version of the newsletter and just read it online, please email 
Jenn Carlson at carlsongoblue@hotmail.com with the name of your student(s) and 
his or her teacher(s). 
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updated 10.27.10 

"Thank you to all that supported our last restaurant night at Noodles. It was a huge 
success; we raised over $240 dollars! Also, congratulations to Mrs. Lauer's 2nd 
grade. They won the pasta party with the most participation and will have mac and 
cheese delivered straight to room 101. Please watch your backpacks for the next 
event- May 26th for Dominoes pizza. They are the vendor for our upcoming ice 
cream social, so please make sure to order in that night!" 
 

Samina Barritt- Restaurant Coordinator 

PTO email Alerts 
The PTO regularly communicates information about upcoming events via email 
distribution.  If you would like to be added to our PTO e-mail distribution list, 
please contact Jenine Curry, PTO e-mail Coordinator at jeninecurry@gmail.com 
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Restaurant Nights 

PTO Thrift Shop 
Pittsfield Elementary came in first in the May 1-7 Show Your Support contest at the PTO Thrift Shop, earning our PTO 
the $500 top prize. This effort helped support our Reading Month activities and earned 949 token "votes."  Thank you 
to everyone in our school community who helped make this happen! 
 
Our next SYS is just days away - we've also been scheduled for the week of May 22, when we'll try to do it again for 
our 4th grade field trip to Lansing, and then again June 19 when we'll try to win yet again for our 5th grade camp. 
Those last 2 events will conclude our PTO Thrift fund-raising for this school year, but we will continue with it in the 

2011-12 school year due to the great success Pittsfield has had this year from our partnership with the store. We'll get a 
check for more than $2,000 at the May payout, bringing our total received during this school year to more than $5,000. 
 

 
Forestbrooke Pool 

Forestbrooke Athletic club will continue to offer a referral rebate to Pittsfield's PTO for all new family memberships 
and swim team-only memberships when you mention Pittsfield at sign-up. 
 
The pool is a 51-year-old neighborhood-based non-profit located about 1/2-mile east of the school, and it's dedicated 
to helping kids find a lifelong sport and hobby in swimming - and keeping families active together during the summer. 
Swim team members can be on the swim or dive teams - or both! - for a single price. Kids who can swim one length of 
the pool can join the team - at any age! Coaches will teach strokes and technique and any child from beginner to 
experienced competitor will feel comfortable on this developmental team. 
Sign-up will be the pool's Opening Day on May 28, when the pool offers free swimming to all! 
For information, go to www.forestbrookepool.com or see the attached flier. 
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Forestbrooke Pool 
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Opening Day 2011 
M a y  2 8 — F R E E  S W I M M I N G  F O R  A L L  11:00 Activities start 

12:00 Pool opens 

Swim / Dive Team Memberships 
   $130 
For one swimmer/diver per family  
   $110 
For the second swimmer/diver per family 
   $30 
For each additional swimmer/diver per 
family 
Pool Members save 50 %  off 
Swim / Dive fees. 
 
Just some of what you’ll love— 

Patient coaches that bring out the 
best in all swimmers 
Daily practice, weekly meets 
Fun activities, including the legen-
dary Swim-a-thon 
Heated Pool 
Great team spirit 

 
Visit our website or contact 
Melanie Cameron, 734-998--1640  
cameronmel23@hotmail.com 
OR Leslie Figueroa, 734-528-0673 
a2missv@comcast.net 
These are our Swim Parents! 
 
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE for 

swim/dive fees  

www.forestbrookepool.com  

Pool Membership 
Family Rate   $325 / $425 
New families are automatically given the 
$100 rebate, making a New Family mem-
bership just $325! 
 
See our website for additional 
membership options 
 
Just some of what you’ll love - 

Heated Pool 
Lifeguards always on duty 
Private rental available 
Swim lessons available 
Friendly environment 
Monthly BBQ 
Theme nights weekly 
Swim Team 
Dive Team 
Synchronized Swim 

 (non-competitive) 
 
Visit our website or contact  
Laurie Tooles to JOIN. 
ltooles@juno.com,  
 734-975-0071 
 

2609 Yost Blvd, Ann Arbor, MI 48104 



March/April
Mystery 

Art Question

Happy May,
  Robin 
  Mendenhall
  & Alex Vinter

Art Word Wall:   
  Poster
     Exhibion
          Matting 
              & 3D

May Mystery Art 
Question

3D refers to the three
spatial dimensions. 

Name all three?

May 2011

What shape can be the be-
ginning drawing of many 

objects such as a Box, 
Book, Chair, & House?

It has four letters:
__ __ __ __

Painting Design by Julian S. Kindergarten

The Art Page:
       www.aaps.k12.mi.us/
            pittsfield.mendenha

Answer: CUBE           Winner: Rory M. 2nd grade
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Weed Holder
     by Jafiah E.  
               4th grade

  The students having their art work exhibited are:  McKenna D., 
Maya L., Lainie L., Isabella M., Mosi J., Braylan D., Julian S., Nina A., 
D. J. M., Elanor R., Angell P., Joshua C. (2nd grade), Claire P., Nour S., 
Sakura A., Anna B., Christopher E., Emilia M., Matthew P., Adelaide S., 
Kayla T., Carter A., Seth B., Daniel E., Ashlee F., Igor K., Ashley M., Lilly 
S., Hajir A., Joshua C. (4th grade), Keegan G., Zoriana M., Lara M., Colin 
P., Alyssa S., Xin Yi T., Jafiah E., Kaia J., Rosina E., Bushra H., Madilyn 
L., and Joseph S.

Slusser Gallery,
       U of M School of Art & Design

 

The Annual AAPS 
Kindergarten - 12th grade 

Art Exhibit is showing 14th May 
through 5th June. This year it is 

located at the Slusser Gallery at the 
U of M School of Art & Design,  
2000 Bonisteel Blvd., Ann Arbor 
MI. Opening Reception:  May 17, 

2011 7:00-8:30 p. m.
Exhibition Hours, Monday - Friday 
9-5 Saturday 12-7

Bean Drawing
    by Angell P. 2nd grade Weed Holder

     by Zaphra S.  
               5th grade

Portrait by Jafiah E. 4th grade

The concept of 3D is 
being explored by many 
of the classes. Heigth, 
width, and depth are 
either being created 
for real (paper maché 
worlds) or the illusion 
of 3D in drawing.

Flower s & Bugs Collage 
by Melissa C. Kindergarten

3D Drawing  
by Ethan R. 4th grade 



Hours
M-F 9-7 Sat 9-6 Sun 11-5

Donations Accepted Mon-Sat
Call for Details and FREE Furniture Pick-up

A2PTOThriftShop.org
2280 S. Industrial Hwy  734.996.9155

SHOP - DONATE - FUNDRAISE



                                                              Pittsfield Elementary School Calendar 10 / 11      5/14/11 
 
 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
 

31 
Field Day in PM 
 
 
 

1 
 
 
 

2 
 
 
 

3 
 
Ice Cream Social 
5:30 – 8:00 p.m. 
Gym, MPR, grounds 
 

4 

5 
 

6 
 
 
 

7 
Field Day  
(RAIN date) 
 
**Shavuot 
 

8 
**Shavuot 
 
 
Staff Meeting 
 

9 
**Shavuot 
 
Title I Parent 
Breakfast 8–9:30 AM 
in MPR 

10 
 
 

11 
 

12 
 

13 
 
 

14 
Flag Day 
 
 
PTO Meeting 6:00 PM 
 
 

15 
 
 
5th Gr. Promotion 
6:30 PM, in MPR 

16 
 
 
Talent Show 2 PM 

17 
Last 1/2 day of 
school; dismissal @ 
11:51 
Elementary Reports 
Go Home 

18 

19 
 
 

20 
 

21 
Summer begins 
 

22 
Each "Act of God 
Day" of the 2010 / 
2011 school year 
which reduces… 

23 
the District's 
attendance days 
below that required 
by the state will be… 

24 
made up beginning 
with 6/20/11 and each 
consecutive weekday 
thereafter. 

25 

26 27 
 

28 
 

29 
 

30 
 

  
 
 
 

 Non-Discrimination 
Policy of the Ann 
Arbor Public 
Schools: 

“No person shall be 
excluded from 
participation in, be 
denied the benefits of, 
or be subjected to 
discrimination in any  

educational program or 
activity available in.any 
school on the basis of 
race, color,sex, 
religion, creed, political 
belief, age, national  

origin, linguistic and 
language differences, 
sexual orientation, 
socio-economic status, 
height, weight, marital 
or familial status, or  

disability. 
socio-economic status, 
height, weight, marital 
or familial status, or 
disability.” 

 

 

2011      

June 

Have a wonderful, restful summer; see you in September! 

1/2 Day of School in 
a.m. for Pittsfield 
Students on June 17th. 

K—5 Performance Assessment LA / MA 
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