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Living Our Mission Statement – Pittsfield’s Mission Statement is powerful in its 
simplicity:  Achievement For All in a Safe, Nurturing Setting  

PowerSchool and School Messenger – 
AAPS uses two information systems to improve record keeping and 
communication.  These systems are PowerSchool and School Messenger.  
Please make sure that you update your contact information in PowerSchool and 
let the school office know of any e-mail address / phone number changes so 
important School Messenger messages can reach you in a timely manner.     
 
PowerSchool manages the database where enrollment information is stored.  
PowerSchool also serves as a grade book for middle and high schools (not used 
this way at elementary).  Parents have received information regarding how to 
access their child (ren)’s PowerSchool account.  Once there you can view your 
child’s current address, phone, e-mail address and review attendance records.  
Take a moment to log into your child’s PowerSchool account and make sure 
that all of your contact information is listed and current.  If there are any 
errors, changes or additions, you can notify us right on site.  This is the fastest 
way to share new information with the school and to make sure that it is logged 
correctly [DO remember to stop by the office to update the green emergency 
cards TOO!]. A recent message to you from Liz Margolis, AAPS Director of 
Communication regarding PowerSchool,  

“The upgrade to PowerSchool is complete. One important change for 
parents with this upgrade is the need to now enter your parent 
password in all capital letters. It is a new requirement of the upgraded 
system.  PowerSchool is mainly used by parents of middle and high 
school students to check grades, assignments and attendance. To obtain 
your parent PowerSchool login you can contact your student's school and 
it will be sent to you.   As a reminder you can log into PowerSchool 
using your parent login and update or change the preferred way to 
receive emails and phone calls from the district office or your student's 
school. Simply go to the "Update Contacts" link and make the change 
request. The school secretary will then update the contact 
information.” 

 
School Messenger uploads your contact information from PowerSchool (this is 
why it’s so important for your contact information to be updated in 
PowerSchool).  The district communications office or our school will 
periodically send out phone calls – and e-mails – to you via this automated 
system.  From a weekly message regarding your child’s lunch account balance 
due to emergency messages, School Messenger can send you important 
information in a timely manner. 
 
 
 
 
 
Student Council Officers recently elected! 
Thanks to Pittsfield Elementary School’s student council representatives and 
alternates who work to model great citizenship with us all!  Recently we held an 
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Principal Carol Shakarian 
Achievement for all in a Safe, Nurturing Setting  

Upcoming Events 

 12/22: Last day of 
school 

 1/9: School Resumes 

 1/16: No school for 
MLK day 

 1/17: PTO Meeting 

 1/17 – 1/26: NWEA 
assessment window 

 1/27: Movie Night 

 1/31: No school for 
students – professional 
development day 
 

 

 



Student Council Officers recently elected! 
Thanks to Pittsfield Elementary School’s student council representatives and 
alternates who work to model great citizenship with us all!  Recently we held an 
all-school election for student council officers.  On the Tuesday before 
Thanksgiving Break, the candidates gave speeches describing the office and what 
each would bring to the job.  Ballots were cast and the Pittsfield Student Council 
Officer results are in!  
 

President:  Keegan Gardner, 5th grade 
Vice-President:  Ivan Galkin, 5th grade  
Secretary:  Claire Pufahl, 3rd grade 
Treasurer: Ashley Figueroa, 3rd grade 
Historian: Megan Stearns, 3rd grade 

 
Congratulations to all of our young leaders.  We look forward to your service to 
Pittsfield Elementary and beyond!  Thanks to Ms. Gengler and Mrs. Lauer, our 2nd 
grade teachers, who serve as our Student Council Advisors; Student Council would 
not be possible without their leadership! 
 

“Congratulations to 

all of our young 

leaders.” 
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How does our district make a “Snow Day” decision? 
When rough winter weather is in the forecast, the following occurs while we are asleep! 
 

 Throughout the evening, weather conditions are monitored via Internet, TV, radio, and an informal network 
of other transportation directors throughout the area.   If warranted, a call is made to the district's snow 
routes team to go into action.  

 

 At 2 AM, three transportation Supervisors and the Teamster Union Steward meet with the director of 
transportation at the transportation terminal. Each of these 4 individuals is a highly experienced driver, with 
years behind the wheel of a school bus. 

 

 By 2:30 A.M., they're on the road in 4 different buses. 
 

 Over the next hour or so, the buses will follow 4 predetermined routes to the 4 corners of the district.  The 
drivers will radio back comments from locations along the route, which will be recorded in the dispatch 
center.   At the same time, the director of transportation will be fielding more cell calls from other districts. 

 

 This team will drive well-lit city avenues, the interstate highway, and some remote gravel roads.  They'll stop 
and walk the sidewalks at schools and check the conditions in subdivisions and neighborhoods. 
 

 By 3:45 A.M., the drivers will report back to the transportation terminal.  Each driver will be polled and 
record their perceptions.  The only question is, "Can we safely open school, and get them back home?" 
 

 One last tour of the cell phone circuit to other schools, and then it's time to wake up the Superintendent.  
The Superintendent will be presented with the recommendation based on all input and evidence.  After 
reviewing all the information, the Superintendent makes the final decision. 
 
This is the process used to determine the viability of the area roads to deliver AAPS students safely to and 
from school. 
 
The decision to close school is made with thought and consideration for everyone’s safety.   Listen for school 
closing information on all local news programs or check the district website www.aaps.k12.mi.us.  Another 
automated communication tool is School Messenger from which you may receive a phone call and e-mail 
announcing school closing information.  Finally, you can call the school closing hotline:  994-8684. 
 

 

 

http://www.aaps.k12.mi.us/
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If school must be dismissed EARLY due to deteriorating winter weather conditions 
– 
The decision to dismiss school after it begins is even trickier.  This decision is never 
made lightly and we MUST be able to reach parents / guardians by phone.  PLEASE 
UPDATE all phone numbers in PowerSchool and on your child’s EMERGENCY CARD 
today, and keep them current throughout the year.  Should we ever need to close 
school early, we MUST be able to call someone authorized to care for your child.  We 
will begin with the first phone contact listed and work our way through the numbers 
you provide.  Also, make sure that you have developed a course of action for your child 
should you not be able to get home before they do.  Discuss and review this routine 
with everyone involved.  Planning NOW in the event of an early school closing will help 
give you peace of mind if ever this happens. 
 

 
A Word About Wind Chills – 

 On days when the temperature and/or wind chill are below 0ºF: 
Students will not have recess outside 

 On days when the temperature and/or wind chill are below -20ºF (20 below 
zero): 

Schools will be closed 
 
And now it's time to say goodbye....  It is time for us to bid farewell to a wonderful 
Pittsfield family member, Ms. Barb Moore, our office professional. Ms. Moore is the 
first delightful voice we hear when we call Pittsfield Elementary, she is the first 
smiling face we see when we visit the office, she is the heartbeat of our building. 
 Ms. Moore has served our Pittsfield community - students, parents and staff - with 
grace and dignity.  We will miss her much.  All the best to you Ms. Moore as you 
marry and join your husband in Fairborn, Ohio! 
 
 
Till next month, 

 
Carol Shakarian, Principal 
 

“The decision to 

dismiss school after it 

begins is even trickier.  

This decision is never 

made lightly and we 

MUST be able to reach 

parents / guardians by 

phone.“ 

 
 

 

 

 



 
 

The Press is Online! 

Pittsfield Elementary 

2543 Pittsfield Blvd. 

 Ann Arbor, MI  48104 

 (734)997-1218 

  

Phone: 

(734) 997-1218 

Carol Shakarian, Principal 

shakaria@aaps.k12.mi.us 

We’re on the Web!  Check out our Google calendars for the latest on all school events! 
http://pittsfield.a2schools.org/pittsfield.home/pittsfield_home 

Achievement 
for all in a Safe, 

Nurturing 
Setting 

 

PTO Thrift Shop News 
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The Pittsfield Press is printed and distributed in backpack mail 
every month.  It is also available electronically on the school 
website.  If you would like to stop receiving the paper version of 
the newsletter and just read it online, please email Jenn Carlson at 
carlsongoblue@hotmail.com with the name of your student(s) and 
his or her teacher(s). 
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updated 10.27.10 

Pittsfield Families, 
 
Once again we had a wonderful turnout for our PTO Thrift "Show Your 
Support" fundraiser. We garnered the most tokens of the 4 schools 
participating, earning $300 for PTO and its effort to keep supporting the 
Robotics Club. Way to go! 
 
Also, please remember that Pittsfield's Student Council is collecting food 
donations to benefit our school community. Bring items to your child's 
classroom this week. Special needs include proteins (peanut butter, 
canned meat, beans) along with fruit, vegetables, pasta and cereal. (Cans 
or boxes and no glass containers, please) 
 
Happy holidays and thank you for all of your support of our school, 
 

Paula Gardner 
Pittsfield's PTO Thrift Coordinator 
 

PTO email Alerts 

The PTO regularly communicates information about upcoming 
events via email distribution.  If you would like to be added to our 
PTO e-mail distribution list, please contact Jenine Curry, PTO e-
mail Coordinator at jeninecurry@gmail.com 
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Please remember to 

send hats, gloves, boots, 

snow pants and warm 

coats for outdoor 

recess! 
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Happy Holidays,  
     Robin Mendenhall
            & Jason Treece

Art Word Wall:   
   Tesselation, Netsuke,  
      Pediment, Column, 
         Capital, and Dome The paper folding diagram 

above shows how to make a 
Six Sided  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ . Winner: Melia S. 4th grade

What tool can 
be used to drawn
 circles easily?
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ Fish in a Bowl 

     by Ashley M. 4th grade

Building Styro Print by Mariana M. 4th grade

Summer Tree Collage by Christian W. 1st grade

December 
Mystery Art 

Question

House & Landscape 
Design
by Amelia W. 
and Riley A. 
Kindergarten 

Answer: Compass

 Snowflakes have started falling outside and soon they 
will begin inside too. December is the time the wonder of cut 
paper Snowflakes. The finished results are amazing surprise! 
Below is a diagram to make your own Six Sided Snowflakes.
 The art room has been a whirl with “cre-ativities” 
from the magic of mixing colors to clay to Tesselation to 
badge making. Ms. Barcelata’s 5th graders made Leaf Crea-
ture Collages & clay Netsukes, 4th graders started Govern-
ment Building Facade Styro Prints based on the classic 
greek architectural forms of Pediment, Column, Capital, 
& Dome, 3rd graders grew a paper Oak Tree and created 
clay oak tree related living things, 2nd graders made clay 
Rock Bowls with fossils designs, first grades are finishing 
their Four Season Tree Collage, and Ms. Duman’s Kinder-
garteners were introduced to clay, and made landscape de-
signs to go with their cardboard houses. 

January Mystery Art   
                    Question

December 2011

    Styro 
  Snowflake 
    Print 
       by
Mikaelah W.
 3rd grade Leaf Creature Collage 

by Giovan F. 
5th grade

Greenware Clay
Animal &   
Mushroom by
D. J. M. 3rd grade 

     Greenware 
    Netsuke
   by 
 Lara M.   
5th grade 

Holiday Feast Collage
          by Nicholas B. 2nd grade

Greenware “Rock” Bowl by   
      Lindsy M. 2nd grade   

   The Art Page:
 www.aaps.k12.mi.us/
pittsfield.mendenha



Hours

M-F 9-7 Sat 9-6 Sun 11-5
Donations Accepted Mon-Sat

Call for Details and FREE Furniture Pick-up

A2PTOThriftShop.org
2280 S. Industrial Hwy  734.996.9155

SHOP - DONATE - FUNDRAISE



                                                              Pittsfield Elementary School Calendar 11 / 12      12/4/11 
 
 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 2 
 

3 
 
 
 

4 
 
 
 
 

5 
 
 
 
 

6 
 

7 
 
 
 

8 
 
 
 

9 
School Resumes 
 
 
 

10 
 
 
 
 
 

11 
 
      
 

12 
 
 

13 
 

14 

15 16 
MLK Jr. DAY 
NO SCHOOL FOR 
STUDENTS / STAFF 
(3rd Monday in Jan.) 

17 
 
 
 
PTO Meeting 6 PM 
 

18 
 
 
 
Staff Meeting 

19 
 
 

20 
 
 

21 

22 23 
 
 

24 
 
 

25 
 
 
 

26 
 
 
 

27 
 
Family Movie Night 
6:30 – 8:00 p.m. in 
MPR 
 

28 
 
 

29 
 
 
 

30 
 
 
             

31 
NO SCHOOL for 
Students; Staff PD 
 
 

1 
 
 

2 
 
 
 

3 
 
 

4 
 

 2012 

January 
No School for Students January 16th  & 31st  

 

WINTER BREAK  

Hearing / Vision Re-screens 

NWEA – January window of testing – January 17 – February 3 
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