
 
 

February  2012 

Volume 11,  I ssue 6 
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Living Our Mission Statement – Pittsfield‟s Mission Statement is powerful in its 
simplicity:  Achievement For All in a Safe, Nurturing Setting  

A ‘Timely’ Reminder – School begins at 8:48, so please make 
certain that your child arrives no later than 8:45 each morning; 
8:45 is the first bell.  At the end of the day, if you pick up your 
child, please do so by 3:50 p.m.  If you cannot do so by then, 
you may sign up for Child Care that is available here at  

Pittsfield till 6:00 p.m.  Stop by our main office, and we will provide you with 
an application for Child Care in the event you cannot pick up your child before 
3:50 p.m.  Keep in mind that a child that is late 5 minutes each day will miss 3 
full days of instruction that year.  A student who is late 10 minutes a day 
misses 30 hours of instruction (or 1 full week) of instruction that year.  A 
student who is late 15 minutes per day misses 9 days of instruction.  And a 
student who is late 30 minutes a day misses 18 days that school year. 
 
Parting is Such Sweet Sorrow – Perhaps you know by now that our former food 
service provider, Mrs. Angela Stevens, has left the district to pursue a culinary 
passion elsewhere.  We have enjoyed the friendliness and service that Mrs. 
Stevens brought to Pittsfield over the past few years.  We will always remember 
Mrs. Stevens, and her amazing smile. We wish her all the best in her new job! 
 
One Door Closes, and Another Opens – Please welcome Ms. Demetria Tiggs as 
our new Chartwells food services provider!  Ms. Tiggs is becoming part of the 
Pittsfield family; please stop by and say hello next time you are in the building 
during noon hour.   
 
Another New Face! – Perhaps you‟ve seen a new face in the office recently.  
Please join me in welcoming Mrs. Abbey Woodman to the Pittsfield office staff 
as our new Teacher Clerk!  Mrs. Woodman has multiple skills and a desire to 
assist the Pittsfield students, staff and families in any way she can. That‟s 
Abbey!  Please introduce yourself to her and share a smile. 
 
Might your child qualify for Free or Reduced Lunch?  In this changing 
economy your child might now qualify even if he/she didn‟t before.  It‟s never 
too late to fill out a new application to see if your family qualifies.  Applications 
are available in our main office or in the food service office. 
 
What a great turn out for NAAPID!  Were you able to join us on Monday, 
February 13th to connect with your child‟s school on NAAPID this past Monday?  If 
so, you were part of a record number of over 150 parents in 
attendance!  NAAPID is a day to celebrate YOU and YOUR willingness to stay 
connected with Pittsfield Elementary School.  Over 150 parents joined us at 
some point during the day to spend time in the classroom, play some Everyday 
Math Games, network with others over lunch, and enjoy our kids‟ 

presentation.  The message to all is, “We appreciate our parents and families!” 

Penguin Points - Messages from 

Principal Carol Shakarian 
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Principal Carol Shakarian 
Achievement for all in a Safe, Nurturing Setting  

Upcoming Events 

 2/27: School resumes 

 3/1: Family Reading 
Night 

 3/2 – 3/4: Barnes and 
Noble Book Fair 

 3/9: Family Movie 
Night 

 3/12: No School for 
Students 

 3/13: PTO meeting  

 3/15: Math and 
Science Night 

 3/19: Elementary 
Reports go Home 

 3/22: 2nd Grade Vocal 
Music Concert 

 3/29: Spring Pictures 

 3/30: Spring Break 
Begins – end of the day 
 

 

 



Reports to Parents / Guardians are going home on Monday, March 19th.  On 
Monday, March 19th Elementary Reports to Parents / Guardians will go home.  If 
you have questions as to what your child‟s teacher wrote about your child‟s 
progress and / or development, do not hesitate to ask your child‟s teacher for 
clarification.  Pittsfield staff will be happy to discuss your child‟s progress with 
you!  Once again, here are the March Target Instructional Reading Levels: 

 Kindergarten:   Level B 

 First Grade: Level G 

 Second Grade: Level L 

 Third Grade: Level O 

 Fourth Grade: Level Q 

 Fifth Grade: Level S 
Each child may – or may not – be at the target at this time; however, look for 
progress from the November Reading Level.  Elementary Reports this March will 
also give parents / guardians your child‟s mathematics and writing skills at this 
time of the year.  Additional work in science and social studies – as well as social 
and behavioral skills – are noted too.  Final reports will go home with students on 

the last school day in June. 

“Look for progress 

from the November 

reading level.” 
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Did You Know?  At Pittsfield, we are able to provide Tier II services for students.  These are supplemental 
services such as Reading Intervention for lower elementary, English as a Second Language supplemental 
instruction, and Title I supplemental reading and math services for students who are eligible for them.  It is an 
expectation that students receiving such supplemental services will improve more than 1 grade level during the 
year they receive supplemental services.  Be sure to ask your child‟s teacher whether your child qualifies and / 
or is receiving supplemental Tier II services. 
 
Safety Drills – Throughout the school year, Pittsfield students and staff practice fire drills (6), severe weather 
drills (2) and lock down drills (2).  If you have questions about our drills, please ask your child‟s teacher or 
contact me directly. 
 
Math and Science Night to be held on March 15th!  Be sure to bring the family for an evening full of math and  

science „stations‟ for families to experience together.  Thanks to Joan Hellmann and the 
Pittsfield Grange, our community partner, for coordinating this annual family-friendly event. 
Last year set an all-time high for attendance!  We had over 150 people enjoy the evening‟s math 
/ science stations!  Come out to participate in science and math exploration stations such as 
Mancala, Mobius Strips, Yellow Submarine Family Science Challenge, Regular Polyhedron, 
Magnets, Pond Study, and other similar Math / Science games and explorations! Special thanks  

to our community partner, the Pittsfield Grange and our own staff members who volunteer their time to make 
this event a true success! 
 

Calendar Notes for March 2012 
 March   1: Family Reading Night 7:00 – 8:00 PM 
 March   9: Family Movie Night 6:30 PM  
 March 12: NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS; Staff Report Writing Day 
 March 13:  PTO Meeting at 6:00 PM 
 March 15: Math/Science Family Fun Night sponsored by the Pittsfield Grange 
 March 19: Elementary Reports go home to parents 
 March 22: 2nd Grade Vocal Music Concert at 6:30 PM 
 March 29: Spring Pictures taken in the AM 
 March 30: Spring Break begins at end of day  

(Washtenaw County common calendar)  
  

 
Yours for Pittsfield, 
 

Carol Shakarian  
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By Kim McLean and Ann O’Keefe 

 
 

March is a special time in the library as we celebrate March is Reading Month!  
Students will be bringing home a calendar full of ideas for reading something 
every day of the month.  Please encourage your child to participate, especially 
on Wednesdays when students are asked to wear something that others can 
read including „Read a hat day‟, „Read a T-Shirt day‟, „Read a button (or 
sticker) day‟, and „Read a pocket poem.‟  When the calendar comes home, be 
sure to hang it on your fridge and enjoy checking off each reading activity 
together as all celebrate the joy of reading! 
 
Also, please join us for Family Reading Night, Thursday March 1 from 7-8pm.   
Parents and kids come to the school library to read our wonderful books 
together--P.J.s welcome! Watch for a flyer to come home. 

 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Join us at the Book Fair at Barnes & Noble March 2 - 4.  
A percentage of gross sales from all books purchased during this time (mention 
you are with Pittsfield!) is generously donated to Pittsfield buy Barnes & Noble. 
We hope you can join us at this great event, check out some of your students‟ 
art on display, pick up some new books, and support Pittsfield!  More detail to 
come. 
 

“March is Reading 

Month” 

 

 
 
 

 

Burns Park Run! 

Time to Start Training! 

A fun family event and fundraising opportunity for Pittsfield is coming up on Sunday, May 6th.  The Burns 
Park Run is a local event to promote outdoor fun and fitness. There aren't world class athletes 
participating, just busy moms and dads like you and their kids.  A finishing time of 40 to 60 minutes for the 
3.1 miles is very common.  Just think about it over the next few months and walk/jog a little with your 
kids.  Wouldn't it be fun to cross a finishing line together? Or, have them cheer you on this time?  

For parents who have never run before or haven't since they were kids, Running Fit is offering a Running 
101 Class starting March 6 or 8th depending on the location. There is a small charge for the class, but it is 
much less expensive than a gym, plus you get a trainer and lots of freebies (www.runningfit.com). 
We will send out a note next month with informal training runs for the kids on Fridays. Let me know if you 
have any questions. Kim Lazarz (Daniel and David Evans' mom) klazarz28@yahoo.com. 

 

March is Reading Month 

 



 
 

The Press is Online! 

Pittsfield Elementary 

2543 Pittsfield Blvd. 

 Ann Arbor, MI  48104 

 (734)997-1218 

  

Phone: 

(734) 997-1218 

Carol Shakarian, Principal 

shakaria@aaps.k12.mi.us 

We‟re on the Web!  Check out our Google calendars for the latest on all school events! 
http://pittsfield.a2schools.org/pittsfield.home/pittsfield_home 

Achievement 
for all in a Safe, 

Nurturing 
Setting 

 

PTO Thrift Shop News 

  The Pittsfield Press is printed and distributed in backpack mail 
every month.  It is also available electronically on the school 
website.  If you would like to stop receiving the paper version of 
the newsletter and just read it online, please email Jenn Carlson at 
carlsongoblue@hotmail.com with the name of your student(s) and 
his or her teacher(s). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Home  
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 Pittsfield School  
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updated 10.27.10 

The PTO thrift shop has been an integral part of our fundraising efforts all year.  
There is another “Show Your Support” drive coming up from February 26 to 
March 3.  Please continue to shop at the Thrift during this time and be sure to 
vote for Pittsfield.  You get great bargains, and Pittsfield gets money to continue 
to improve our students‟ educational experience.  Everyone wins!   
 
The final “Show Your Support” drives will be April 8-14 and May 13-19.  Thank 

you for continuing to support the PTO Thrift and the Pittsfield PTO. 

PTO email Alerts 

The PTO regularly communicates information about upcoming 
events via email distribution.  If you would like to be added to our 
PTO e-mail distribution list, please contact Jenine Curry, PTO e-
mail Coordinator at jeninecurry@gmail.com 
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Pittsfield's PTO also is looking for a new Thrift Shop rep for the 2012-13 school year. It's a fulfilling job and 
one that has an established base of support - but also room to grow the connection between the shop and the 
school. It's a perfect job for a parent who needs a volunteer role that can be done in the evening or 
weekends.  
 
The commitment includes: coordinating communication (emails, bulletin board, etc) during SYS drives; 
ensuring Thrift Shop ad placement in Pittsfield's newsletters and other printed items; attending up to 3 
meetings per year with other AAPS store reps; and collecting our checks - the best part, since we earn $1000s 
for our school every year via this nonprofit. 
This job will start at the end of this school year, and the first meeting is likely to be in August or September, 
so finding a candidate for this role is crucial to our school this spring. 

Interested?  Email Paula Gardner (vintageadv@aol.com) for more information or come to a PTO meeting! 
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See you at the Book Fair,
     Robin Mendenhall
            & Jason Treece

Art Word Wall:   
Aesthetics, Formal/Informal, & Mural

What neighborhood 
bookstore is sponsoring our 

Book Fair 2-4 March? Winner: Mariana M. 4th grade

Name the
month when 

Youth Art Month 
is celebrated ? 

Part of Solar 
System Mural 
by Ms. Sawin’s 
3rd grade

Answer: March

March Mystery 
Art  Question

February 2012

Creativity 
by Ms. 
Duman’s 
Kindergarten

detail from Bird Book Mural
             by Ms. Killewald’s 1st grade

February
Mystery

Art Question

Book Stacks Collage
by Ms. Duman’s 

Kindergarten 

Birds Reading Books Collage Mural by Ms. Torrey’s 1st grade 

	 For	Youth	Art	Month	(YAM),	Pittsfield	art	students	will	be	exhibiting	in	the	display	windows	
of Cherry Republic & Raymond James on Main Street, Ann Arbor. In addition to YAM, March is 
National	Book	Month.	Each	Pittsfield	class	is	making	a	mural	or	banners	with	a	Book	Theme	to	dis-
play at Barnes & Noble Booksellers on Washtenaw. These murals will be displayed at the time of our 
Book Fair, which is March 2nd through 4th. The YAM celebration event is Sunday, 18th of March.
	 	For	NAAPID,	students	worked	on	the	backdrop	reflecting	our	theme	of	“We	are	the	Village:	
charting pathways to success.” Along that path/road are sign posts such as Respect, Responsibility, 
Creativity, Safety, etc. 

Books Taking a Forest Hike Collage Mural by Ms. Jaeger’s 3rd grade 

Book Tourist 
Taking a Photo
     by Kayla T.   
         4th grade



Hours

M-F 9-7 Sat 9-6 Sun 11-5
Donations Accepted Mon-Sat

Call for Details and FREE Furniture Pick-up

A2PTOThriftShop.org
2280 S. Industrial Hwy  734.996.9155

SHOP - DONATE - FUNDRAISE
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

26 27 
School Resumes 
 

28 
 
 
 

29 
 
 
 
 

1 
 
Family Reading Night in 
the Pittsfield library! 
7:00 – 8:00 PM 

2 
 
 

3 

4 
 

5 
 
 

6 
 
 
 
 

7 
 
 
SIT 

8 
  
Barbara Schutzgruber 
storyteller assemblies 
in PM 

9 
 
Family Movie Night 
6:30 – 8:00 p.m. in 
MPR 

10 

11 
Daylight Savings 
Time Begins (2nd 
Sunday in March) 

12 
NO SCHOOL FOR 
STUDENTS; 
Report Writing Day 
for Staff 
 

13 
 
 
PTO Meeting 6 PM 
 

14 
 
 
Staff Meeting 
 
 

15 
MATH / SCIENCE 
Family Fun Night 
sponsored by the 
Pittsfield Grange 6:30  
- 8:00 PM 

16 
 
 

17 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
 
 

19 
Elementary Reports 
go home 
 
 
 

20 
 
 
 

21 
Spring Begins 
 
 
 

22 
Jonathan Rand 
storyteller in AM 
 
Vocal Music Concert 
2nd Grade 6:30 PM 

23 
 
 

24 
 
 

25 
 
 
 
 

26 
 
 

 
 
 

27 
 
 
 

28 
 
 
Staff Meeting  

29 
SPRING PICTURES 
in AM 

30 
 
 
Spring Break begins 
at end of day 

31 
 

 

2012 

March 
No School for Students on March 12th 

 

 

K—5 Performance Assessment LA / MA 

 

Barnes & Noble Bookfair in support 
of Pittsfield Elemetary March 2 - 4 
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