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 The Pittsfield Press      

Living Our Mission Statement – Pittsfield’s Mission Statement is powerful in 
its simplicity:  Achievement for All in a Safe, Nurturing Setting  

Dear Pittsfield Families and Friends:  
 
June is upon us and it is time for reflection and thanks.  Once again we thank 
our community for the technology bond millage passage.  This bodes well for 
our students and the ability to move forward ‘with’ the world in technologies 
we can imagine (and perhaps some new technology yet to come)!  New display 
cases have arrived at Pittsfield (marking the end of an old facilities bond that 

also brought us new signage, a new playground track and equipment, a new 
kiln and art room furniture and more).  In these final weeks of the school year 
we can see that our kindergartners have grown taller, first graders have 
gained confidence, second graders are budding writers, third graders are 
learning to balance academics and friendships, fourth graders are finding their 
voice in so many ways and fifth graders are becoming too cool to be in 
elementary school (or so they think!). 
     
   Fifth-Grade Promotion – We celebrate the 

promotion of our 5th-grade class!  Join us for this  
very special evening on Wednesday, June 13th.  
The promotion ceremony begins at 6:30 PM  
followed by refreshments.  Congratulations to the  
Pittsfield 5th-grade class of 2012! 
 
 

Staffing for 2012-2013 – “Hold-your-breath” good news came to us as we  
prepared to enjoy our annual kick-off to Memorial Day GEMINI concert.  The 

day seemingly could not get better; then we were informed that Pittsfield 
Elementary School will maintain 12 teachers for the upcoming school year.  
This is big news!  What it means is that our school will maintain 2 sections in 
each grade for the 2012-2013 school year.  This news is huge in so many ways.  
I am grateful to our community, to our district and to all who voiced this 
important need for our jewel of a school!  I’m sure that what we say and do, 
how we connect with our district, and how we conduct ourselves – rationally 
and cordially – can and does make a difference! 
 
School Improvement News and Goals for 2012-2013  - Parents play a big role 
in the education of their child(ren) and parents also play a big part by sharing 
‘how’ you would like your school to partner with you.  Toward this end we 
have held School Improvement Team and Positive Behavior Intervention 
Support meetings throughout this school year.  Thank you to parents Marquita 
Casey-Oden and Beth Loomis for sitting on SIT this year and for their insight as 
parent representatives.  Your responses to the recent Perception Survey will 
continue to guide our School Improvement efforts (along with student and 
staff input) in the upcoming school year.  Thank you for taking that recent 

survey! 
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Penguin Points - Messages from the Principal  

   

         

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

We have developed a new Climate goal coming from our PBIS work and we retain our 
academic goals based on where the needs lie.   
 
Goal: CLIMATE 
Objective:  Creation / Implementation of a school-wide Positive Behavior Intervention 
Support system 
Objective:  Students with marked behavioral needs will receive support. 
 
Goal: MATHEMATICS (numeration and operations) 
Objective:  Proficiency at numeration and operations; fluency with operations 
 
Goal: READING (fluency and comprehension) 
Objective:  Students in grades 4 and 5 will read/comprehend text at end-of-grade 
targets. 

 
Goal: SCIENCE Proficiency (data / probability) 
Objective:  Students will increase their science proficiency as measured by data / 
probability data. 
 
Goal: SOCIAL STUDIES Proficiency (informational text) 
Objective:  Students will increase their social studies proficiency as measured by 

informational text proficiency data. 

We need community 

members to take 

care of the garden 

over the summer.  

Everyone is 

welcome to harvest 

and WEED!  If you 

are willing to 

volunteer, please 

contact Jenny 

Barcelata at 

barcelata@aaps.k12

.mi.us 
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Pittsfield Community Garden News – The Pittsfield Community Garden has bloomed with vegetables galore.  The 
garden planner and champion is 5th-grade teacher Jennifer Barcelata.  She and her 5th-grade class brought our 
community garden to life.  Ms. Barcelata wishes to thank all Pittsfield students, staff and families who have 
supported and helped in this endeavor.  Others to thank include: 

 Christin Cave, Project Grow, for seedling donations and support 
 Mark Hodesh, owner of Downtown Home & Garden (Pittsfield alumni), for donating gardening tools 
 Pyong Kim for building the gates 
 Ashley Miller-Helmholdt and Andrea Clyne, Pittsfield Village Community, for overall assistance and support 
 Steve and Lynda Norton for building the strawberry pyramid 

 Elissa Trumbull, Agrarian Adventure, for overall assistance and support 
 
And in the End - This is the final newsletter of the school year and on behalf of the professional educators at 
Pittsfield Elementary, I wish to take this opportunity to thank you for your smiles, encouragement, conversations, 
cooperation, inspiration and partnership.  Together we are strong! 
 
Yours for Pittsfield, 

 

Carol L. Shakarian, Principal 

 
 

 

 



  

Despite the rain, the annual Ice Cream Social was still a hit!! 
                                                                                           
                                                                                  

     On Friday, June 1, 2012, Pittsfield Elementary held our annual ice cream social. Because rain was a 
frequent visitor that day, most of the events were moved inside. Despite the rain, and the close quarters, 
a great time was had by all.  
     It takes many hands to make an event like our Ice Cream Social so great. I wish to thank all the 
students, parents, staff, teachers, alumni, community members, and businesses, who organized, 
participated, volunteered, donated to and attended this year's ice cream social!!! You are the reason we 
have this event, and we could not do this without your help. 
  
Shaun Harrison 
Ice Cream Social chairperson. 
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Ice Cream Social 

AND A BIG THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS! 
 

The following local businesses generously supported our ice cream social with donations.  
Please return the favor and support them this summer! 

Justice Lia Sophia Jewelry Morgan & York 
Hiller’s Party Lite Candles (Susan Carroll) Subway 
Trader Joe’s Macaroni Grill Voila Salon 
Michael’s Pinkberry Yogurt - Briarwood Ace Barnes 
Chili’s Restaurant Red Robin Kohl’s 
Meijer Bana Salon and Spa A2 Family Dental 
Aeropostale 
Zap Zone 
Walmart 
 

Pizza Hut 
Coldstone Creamery 
Kathie Chan 
(kathiecooks.blogspot.com/) 

Whole Foods 
Forestbrooke Pool (Paula 
and John Gardner) 

 
And thanks to all of the wonderful Pittsfield parents who donated to the classroom baskets! 
 

 



 
 
  

       

Thanks for a great year!  
See you in the fall!  
Come check out the PTO 

and all it has to offer! 

 

Q: What is PTO?   
 
A: An organization of parents 
working with the teachers 
and administrators to make 
Pittsfield the best place to 

be! 

Q: PTO sounds intimidating, 
is it?   
 
A: No!  The PTO is just a 
group of parents who care 
deeply about Pittsfield and 

meet monthly at the school. 

Q: PTO sounds like a lot of 
time and commitment.  If I 
don’t have a lot of time, is it 
still for me?  
 
A: Yes!  You can do as much 
or as little as you want, and 
you can even just attend 
meetings to hear firsthand 
what is going on, and to 

offer ideas and suggestions. 

Q: What does the PTO really do? 
 
A: In a nutshell, the PTO works to 
make Pittsfield the best it can be.  We 
support the school improvement 
team, volunteer at school activities 
and come up with ways to raise money 
to support Pittsfield, the students and 
the staff.  We then allocate this 
money to support the teachers 
classroom projects, pay for field trip 
busses and plan and support events 
such as the Ice Cream Social, Movie 
Nights, and the newsletter you are 

reading right now! 

Q: PTO is great for the 
students, but is there 
anything in it for me? 
 
A: Actually there is!  When 
you come to PTO meetings 
and get involved, you join an 
awesome community of 
interested parents and build 
relationships with parents 
and teachers.   
 
New this year!  After two 
years of service in an elected 
PTO board position, the PTO 
will pay for one year of 5th 
grade camp tuition for your 
student! 
 

OK!  You convinced me!  What do I do now?! 
 
Come to a PTO meeting in the Fall.  Get 
involved with an activity!  Get to know the 
PTO, chat with our Principal, Carol 
Shakarian, meet other parents and make 
decisions about how we support our cool 
jewel of a school.  Get involved! 
 
For more information, contact the president, 
Deanna Kempke at dkempke@live.com 

 

Parent Teacher Organization (PTO): 
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The Press is Online! 

Pittsfield Elementary 

2543 Pittsfield Blvd. 

 Ann Arbor, MI  48104 

 (734)997-1218 

  

Phone: 

(734) 997-1218 

Carol Shakarian, Principal 

shakaria@aaps.k12.mi.us 

We’re on the Web!  Check out our Google calendars for the latest on all school events! 
http://pittsfield.a2schools.org/pittsfield.home/pittsfield_home 

Achievement 
for all in a Safe, 

Nurturing 
Setting 
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The Pittsfield Press is distributed electronically every month.  It is also put in 

backpacks for some students.  Consider electing to receive the newsletter 
electronically (a link to a PDF on our PTO website) instead of in paper form, and 
save some trees and some PTO money.  You will see more information on this in the 
fall.  Thanks! 
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Rec and Ed Summer Day Camps 
What are your kids doing this summer?  
  
Rec&Ed offers full day and part day camps to choose from for each week of 
summer!   You will find the perfect camps for your kids - from preschool to high 
school. We are proud of our professional staff and quality programming in our 
summer camps, which are conveniently located in the Ann Arbor Public schools.  
  

Read online about over 300 Summer Day Camps focusing on sports,  literature, or 
enrichment including  
Green Adventures, science art, music and dance at 

http://reced.aaps.k12.mi.us/reced.home/camps  or in the Summer Catalog at  
http://www.aareced.com/reced.home/catalog__registration_form 
 
Enroll on line at http://aareced.com.  

Great $avings: Enroll one camper in 4 or more weeks of full day camps in one 
transaction and get 10% off each week of camp. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PTO Thrift Shop 

Pittsfield families:  
Thank you so much for supporting our local PTO Thrift Shop.  Thanks to all your efforts and hard work, Pittsfield 
earned over $4800 this year that will be funneled back into the school through the PTO.  The more money the PTO 
Thift Shop brings in, the more money we see at the school level, so remember the PTO Thrift when you are doing your 
summer and back to school shopping.  Look for more information next year about special promotions and Show Your 

Support Days! 

Forestbrooke Pool 

Looking for a family friendly summer activity?  Consider joining the Forestbrooke Pool or the Forestbrooke Swim Team 
- or both!  The pool is located about 2 blocks east of the school at the corner of Yost and Eli. New families can join for 
$325 with discounted rates for kids who join the swim team.  Or kids can join the team without a family membership.  
Anyone under 17 who can swim one length of the pool can join the team, where our coaches teach swim strokes in a 
supportive atmosphere where each child can find the level of competition that makes him or her comfortable - from 
beginner to the top of the WISC league.  The Pittsfield PTO will earn donations for every new member ($50 family, 
$20 for a swim-only family) who lists the PTO as the referral on the registration form.  Go to 
www.forestbrookepool.com for more information or contact Angie Smith at smitha8014@yahoo.com, (313) 204-5164. 
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Have a Happy & Restful Summer, 
               Robin Mendenhall & Jason Treece

Art Word Wall:   
   Rendering,
      Translucent, 
          Mixed Media, 
             and Color Matching                       

Dürer’s Triumphal Arch was 
the largest woodblock print 
before 1501 in Western Art.

True or False?
 Winner: Kayla T. 

4th grade

Rope Painting by David E. 4th gradeAnswer: Seurat

June 2012

Plaster Masks in progress by India T., Selena A., and Suzan H. 

 The school year is marked with 
the happy arrival of our beautiful new 
hall display showcases. They are much 
brighter and more open. Thank you!
 Students did fabulous work 
this year individually and also collec-
tively in coloring a life size facsimile 
of Albrecht Dürer’s wood block print 
of a Triumphal Arch for Holy Roman 
Emperor Maximilian. The 12 foot high 
print was the largest made before 1501 
in Western Art. 

Pittsfield Triumphal Arch 
colored by K-5th Graders

5th 
grade

Clay Skeletons 
by Max W. and

Brendan S.
5th grade

People Butterflies by 
Nicholas B. 2nd grade

Clay
Skeleton 
  by Mohamed H. 
                5th grade

Rainbow 
Collage 

by 
Manar A. 

2nd grade

Skull Paintings by 4th Graders

Published Books 
    written & illustrated by 
          Ms. Barcelata’s 5th Graders
Paper 

Flower 
by 

Grace 
J. 

1st 
grade 

Rope Painting 
by Sakura A. 
4th grade

Summer Mystery
                 QuestionArt



Hello Pittsfield Families, 

I ‘m so please to let you all know that we will have our very own 

“Girls on the Run” Team at Pittsfield Elementary School this 

upcoming Fall 2012! My name is Lorraine Johnson, I have three 

daughters at Pittsfield (Serena, Olivia & Amelya) I will be coaching 

the GOTR Team this fall. 

Girls on the Run® is a non-profit prevention program that 
encourages preteen girls to develop self-respect and healthy 
lifestyles through running. Our curricula address all aspects of 
girls' development - their physical, emotional, mental, social and 
spiritual well-being. Our mission is to inspire girls to be joyful, healthy and confident using a fun, 
experience-based curriculum which creatively integrates running. 

Girls on the Run is a ten-week curriculum based program for girls grades 3-8 which uses the power of 
running to help prepare girls for a lifetime of a self-respect and healthy living! Twice-weekly lessons and 
interactive activities are lead by trained volunteered coaches who will guide and mentor the girls through 
an uplifting curriculum that focuses on life-long skills to improve emotional and physical health! The 
Program culminates in a non-competitive 5K event which gives the girls a chance to shine and an 
overwhelming sense of accomplishment. 

Registration for the fall begins JUNE 6th! There will be limited spots available, so please sign up early to 
guarantee a spot for your daughter (s). Should you find yourself waitlisted, try to hang in there, this just 
means we have to secure more coaches, because the more coaches we have the more girls are able to 
participate at the site. If you are interested in helping to coach this fall please contact me ASAP! I’d love 
to have more coaches which would allow more wonderful girls to join us and benefit from this 
wonderful program! 

To register, is a 2-step process. First, you must register and pay through Ann Arbor Rec & Ed : 
http://reced.aaps.k12.mi.us/reced.home/rec___ed_home  . Second, you also need to register through 
the GOTR Website:  to capture consent, health information and demographic: 
http://www.girlsontherunsemi.org/  Should you need financial help to register your daughter, there are 
scholarships available, if you plan to apply for a scholarship, skip the registration on Rec & Ed and 
register directly via the GOTR Website, make sure you indicate you will be applying for the scholarship 
(Instructions will be provided on the website) You will need to provide the following information: letter 
of free or reduced lunch OR documentation of income, and hardship (Will need to upload online) If you 
are unable to upload these may also be faxed to: 734-712-5499 or mailed to GOTRSEMI P.O.Box 995 Ann 
Arbor MI 48106.  

If any family doesn’t have internet access either at home or public library etc. You also may call in your 
registration to: 734-712-5640 

I hope you’ll send your daughter to be part of this amazing program! Should you have any questions 
please feel free to contact me directly!  

Have a fantastic summer & see you in the fall! 

Lorraine Johnson (lorrainej75@yahoo.com) Girls on the Run Pittsfield Coach & Site Liaison 
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Hours

M-F 9-7 Sat 9-6 Sun 11-5
Donations Accepted Mon-Sat

Call for Details and FREE Furniture Pick-up

A2PTOThriftShop.org
2280 S. Industrial Hwy  734.996.9155

SHOP - DONATE - FUNDRAISE


