
 
 
 

Living Our Mission Statement – Pittsfield’s Mission Statement is powerful in its simplicity:   
Achievement for All in a Safe, Nurturing Setting 

 

 September 26 – Picture Day 

October 1 – Student Count Day 

October 14 – Pittsfield PTO 

Meeting at 6:00 pm 

October 16 – Restaurant Night at 

Chuck E Cheese – 3-9 pm 

October 24 – Fall Fun Fest from 

6:00-8:00 pm 

October 31 – Halloween 

November 2 – Daylight Savings 

Time Ends 

November 4 – No School – 

Election Day     

 

         

 

Pittsfield Elementary 

S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 4  

SAVE THE DATE!!! 
View the Pittsfield Press Online: 

www.hvcn.org/info/pittsfieldpto 

 

Welcome back to school fellow Pittsfield Parents! 
 

Hope you have settled into the back-to-school routine trying to 
remember which specials are on which days and did I pack snack 
for today? Do you have your library book? What about your 
homework? I’m still working on getting my 3rd grader out the door 
seamlessly in the morning too just like you!  
 

The Pittsfield PTO has many fun activities planned for your student 
and their friends this fall. The first will be a night at Chuck E. Cheese 
Oct 16th 3-9pm.  A portion of the money spent will come back to the 
Pittsfield PTO. The second will be FALL FEST happening on Friday 
October 24th.  It is a night sponsored by the PTO of fun, games and 
great times for your student to hang out with their school friends.  
 

While we really enjoy planning fun activities for the kids, we also 
like spending the money we raise on items our students can use. 
Last year the Pittsfield PTO purchased 72 Kindles for the upper 
Elementary teachers and many new books for the lower elementary 
Reading Room. 
 

Please come join us at our next PTO meeting on Tuesday, Oct 14th 
from 6-8 in the media center. Childcare is provided. We like to think 
that we’re a fun group of parents coming together to enrich our 
students’ experience in elementary school.  
 

See you at the next meeting! 
 

Leigh Sanderson 
Co-President Pittsfield PTO 
 

http://www.hvcn.org/info/pittsfieldpto


 

 

THE PITTSFIELD PRESS                   SEPTEMBER 2014 

2 

www.hvcn.org/info/pittsfieldpto 
  

 

 
Google Apps - What is Google Apps for Education?  
AAPS Google Apps for Education (GAFE) is an 
integrated communication and collaboration 
solution, hosted by Google and managed by AAPS. 
GAFE will provide the ability for AAPS students, 
faculty and staff to communicate, store files and 
collaborate on documents, spreadsheets, and 
presentations in real time from school, work, or 
home.  For more information (FAQs) regarding 
Google Apps, please go to the Pittsfield Website and 
click on Google Apps:  Frequently Asked Questions.  
 
Anti-Bullying Curriculum Month - We consider 
September as Anti-Bullying Curriculum month at 
Pittsfield Elementary.  Each teacher facilitates 
grade-specific anti-bullying curriculum with either 
‘Take A Stand’ curriculum or another set of lessons 
developed to promote positive citizenship, mutual 
respect, and prevent bullying, interpersonal conflict 
and violence.   This year, we opened school with an 
all-school assembly / video highlighting one boy’s 
journey to change from ‘bully’ to friend.  You may 
view this short 3-minute video made by the parents 
of 2nd grader Cameron Thompson:  Confessions of a 
Bully www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nod06e3GwNc 
 
State Releases 2013-14 Accountability 
Reports…including the color-coded accountability 
scorecard to support educators and parents.   
This new reporting system (now in its second year) 
takes the place of what was formerly known as AYP 
– Adequate Yearly Progress.  The Michigan 
Department of Education believes that “This color-
coded system provides a meaningful diagnostic tool 
that gives schools, districts, parents, and the public 
an easy way to identify strengths and weaknesses; 
it provides greater transparency and detail on 
multiple levels o school performance.”  The 
Michigan School Accountability Scorecard uses a 
five-color coded system to indicate the performance 
of schools and districts….” Colors are determined by 
points accumulated for goals met, or by 
demonstrating improvement.   
 

 
 

Penguin Points… Messages from Principal Carol 
Shakarian September 2014 
 
Living Our Mission Statement – Pittsfield’s Mission 
Statement is powerful in its simplicity:  Achievement 
For All in a Safe, Nurturing Setting 
 
Positively Pittsfield! – You can hear it if you walk the 
halls and listen.  Classes are in session and one can see 
and hear constructive engagement in learning 
throughout our building. New families often tell me 
that the environment here is calm and wonderfully 
conducive to learning.  Let me take this opportunity 
to welcome all families new to Pittsfield Elementary; 
we are proud that you have chosen Pittsfield 
Elementary as your child’s home away from home! 
 
May I Introduce to You!  -  New faces at Pittsfield 
Elementary School this year include the following 
professional staff: 

 Ms. Brittany Hahn, Kindergarten Teacher 
 Mrs. Colleen Miller, Kindergarten Teacher 
 Mrs. Jennifer Nickels, Kindergarten Teacher, 

Special Needs Classroom 
 Ms. Maggi Idzikowski, Media Specialist 
 Mrs. Kim Gouin, Resource Room Teacher 
 Ms. Ashley Mantha, Physical Education 

Teacher 
 Ms. Lenore Webb, 5th Grade Spanish Teacher 
 Mrs. Madeleine Fuller, Paraprofessional 
 Mr. Bryan O’Donnell, Paraprofessional 

 
Honoring Our Diversity – At Pittsfield Elementary, we 
represent an array of cultures that make up our 
American tapestry; this is our strength!  The following 
expectation graces our Positive Behavior 
expectations matrix for our classrooms and our 
lunchroom / playground:  “Honor and respect others’ 
diversity and needs.”  Posters that hold this 
expectations grace classrooms and the lunchroom / 
playground area. 
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Penguin Points … C o n t i n u e d  
 

From highest to lowest, the color codes include:  
green, lime, yellow, orange, and red.  “The color 
green is the highest and indicates most of the goals 
were met.  The color red is lowest and indicates few 
objectives were achieved and is an area that 
requires attention.”  For more detailed information 
about any school’s status, please visit 
www.MISchoolData.org and click on Dashboard and 
School Report Card button located on the left.  While 
we always continue to close achievement gaps 
(ones of particular focus this year – based on our 
data – include economically disadvantaged, English 
Language Learners, and our Special Education 
student cohorts).   
 

 
 
All in all, we are please to report that Pittsfield 
Elementary is one of only a few schools in the Ann 
Arbor Public Schools that has moved upward, that 
being from yellow designation to lime green.  This 
means that students overall proficiency on state 
assessments now fall between 70 – 85% 
proficiency. 
 
Especially For Parents site on the AAPS Web Site  - 
Go there to find a ton of useful information at URL 
http://www.aaps.k12.mi.us/aaps.forparents/espe
cially_for_parents#bts.  There you will find: 

 Bus Schedules (call transportation for most 
recent changes) 

 Calendar Information 
 Important Phone Numbers 
 Breakfast and Lunch Prices; Farm Fresh 

Fridays 
 Food Allergies Handbook 
 District Curriculum, K-5Curriculum and K-5  

Sample Report Cards 
 Rights and Responsibilities 
 And more!                               

 
 

 

 

 
 
Students with severe allergies attend school here! 
The time you take to make food considerations on 
behalf of our severely allergic children will help 
keep the children safe and healthy!  While our 
building is not completely free of nuts, there are 
strict regulations in areas of the school where 
students with severe allergies live each day.  Your 
child’s teacher will inform you if his / her classroom 
has a prohibition of a specific food (e.g. nuts, milk, 
eggs, wheat, shellfish etc.). 
 

 
 
NWEA (Northwest Education Assessment) is back!  
All AAPS elementary schools in the 2014-15 school 
year will give our students the NWEA reading and 
mathematics assessments 2 times per year:  in 
September and in May with the exception of 
Kindergarten that will assess only in May.  This 
testing is different than others in that it captures a 
student’s skill in reading and mathematics 
outcomes and the results are available to teachers 
within 24 hours, not months later, like the MEAP.  
Teachers can then differentiate instruction to 
pointedly assist a student at his / her level of need.  
Note: Kindergartners will not take the NWEA in the 
September window – just in May.   If you have 
questions, please contact your child’s teacher.   
 
Facilities Improvements – Technology bond dollars 
provided the following improvements: 

 Interior Walls and Exterior Fascia Painting 
completed over the summer 

 New Special Needs Classroom 
 

Yet to come this school year: 

 1:3 iPads for use in K – 2 classrooms 
 
 
Till Next Month, 
 
Principal Carol Shakarian 
 

 

http://www.mischooldata.org/
http://www.aaps.k12.mi.us/aaps.forparents/especially_for_parents#bts
http://www.aaps.k12.mi.us/aaps.forparents/especially_for_parents#bts
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The Pittsfield Community Garden 
 

Mahatma Gandi once advised, “To forget how to dig the earth and tend the soil 
is to forget ourselves.” 
 

We need 2-3 generous, caring and ambitious individuals to help recruit and oversee 

maintenance of the community garden.  Students' participation and enjoyment 
is a main goal.   
 

If you would be willing to be an adult volunteer for this role, please contact 
Jenny Barcelata at barcelata@aaps.k12.mi.us or (734)997-1218.  
 
 

 

 

Picture Day Help Needed 

We need someone to assist with 
Picture Day on Fri Sept 26 at 9am until 
noon. If you are available, please 
contact: 
Samina Barritt                  
sbarritt@umich.edu            
 
Marj Lamoreaux 
marj888@aol.com 
 

 
 
 

Box Tops & Labels for Education 

Thanks to everyone who has turned in Box Tops and Labels 
for Education already!  If you're not familiar with the 
program, you will soon receive information with your child's 
school papers.  All Tops and Labels can be dropped off in the 
main office at Pittsfield for collection, or given to your 
classroom teacher.  Be sure to check for expiration dates on 
the Box Tops, and include the bar code on the Labels for 
Education (especially those with 5 or 10 points!)  If you have 
any questions, don't hesitate to email the resident Box Tops 
Lady, Stephanie Riegle, at sgriegle@gmail.com.  

 

 
 

 
 

mailto:barcelata@aaps.k12.mi.us
mailto:sbarritt@umich.edu
mailto:marj888@aol.com
mailto:sgriegle@gmail.com
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FALL 2016 


