
 
 
  

Pittsfield Elementary 
Living Our Mission Statement – Pittsfield’s Mission Statement is powerful in its simplicity: 

Achievement For All in a Safe, Nurturing Setting; Honoring Our Diversity                
  

 

 

 
Happy Holidays everyone! 

First I’d like to thank all who participated in the Fall catalog 
fundraiser. We exceeded our goal! Hopefully you’ve picked 

up and are now enjoying your items either as presents for 
others or for yourselves. J Your students and teachers 
thank you for your purchases!  We’ll have another 

fundraiser coming up after we return from break. This will 
be the Little Caesar’s pizza kit fundraiser which will arrive 

right in time for the Super Bowl!  

Coming up in January we’ll have another family movie 

night (1/16) which we hope everyone can attend with their 
families for a nice warm, fun night of movies & pizza with 
school friends. That is the first Friday of TWO 3 day 
weekends for our kiddos this month. Don’t forget there is 

NO SCHOOL on Jan 19th or 26th J. 

Stay warm & be safe over this holiday break. Hopefully 
we’ll see you at the next PTO meeting on Tuesday January 

13th.  Childcare will be provided.  Thank you to everyone 
who made this last PTO meeting so delightful with all the 
delicious snacks & treats.  

Happy Holidays! 

Leigh Sanderson 
PTO Co-President 

December 19 – January 4 – Winter 

Break 

January 5 – School Resumes 

January 6 – Hearing and Vision 

Rescreens 

January 13 – PTO Meeting at 6 pm.  

January 16 – Family Movie Night 

January 19 – NO SCHOOL – MLK 

Jr. Day 

January 26 – NO SCHOOL – Staff 

Professional Development Day 

January 30 – Winter Dance 

February 9 – NAAPID 

February 11 – Student Count Day 

February 14-22 – Mid Winter Break 
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SAVE THE DATE View the Pittsfield Press Online: www.hvcn.org/info/pittsfieldpto 
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Penguin Points… Messages from Principal Carol 

Shakarian December 2014 
 
Living Our Mission Statement – Pittsfield’s Mission 

Statement is powerful in its simplicity:  Achievement For 

All in a Safe, Nurturing Setting 

 

Celebrating seventy years 1944 – 2014! 

 
NWEA testing coming this January – We are checking 
student progress this January in reading and in mathematics 
by giving the NWEA on-line assessment at this mid-year 
point.  Kindergartners will be allowed their first experience 
in this on-line assessment.  We will encourage student goal 
setting, and all students will practice taking the on-line 
assessment to gain more familiarity with this interface.  
Student growth will not be reported at this mid-year mark.  
We will, however, provide NWEA student reports in June 
after students take the end-of-year assessment (growth is 
shown from Fall to Spring). 
 
Dressing for warmth in winter months – Children need to 
get out doors and play, and we do our very best to provide 
them time to play out-of-doors each and everyday.  We 
encourage parents to dress children to match the cold, winter 
season.  To go out-of-doors during recess, children need 
adequate clothing.  This means: a coat, hat, gloves and when 
the weather gets snowy, snow pants and boots (to play in the 
snow).  Without snow pants and boots, we will ask students 
to stay on the blacktop.  And without head cover, a warm 
coat, and gloves, we may ask your child to stay indoors.  
 
Community Partnerships - Each year we enjoy extremely 
helpful partnerships with our community.  I thought you 
might to hear about some of them who are here this fall 
semester. 

 

 

· University of Michigan School of Education – The U of 
M School of Education provides us the ability to mentor 
student interns.  These student interns learn from our 
professional staff and in turn they provide additional 
opportunities for our children to learn. 

· University of Michigan School of Education – The U of 
M School of Education, in partnership with the Ann 
Arbor Public Schools, provides foreign language 
student interns to teach world language to students in 
grades 3 and 4. 

· University of Michigan School of L, S, & A – The U of 
M School of L, S, & A’s Social Work department 

provides us Project Community student volunteers who 
spend between 1.5 – 3 hours in a classroom per week.  
The students bring their desire to assist students in 
reading and math.  In addition, the Project Community 
students end their semester with a project that benefits 
the school in some way.  This fall, Project Community 
students held a fundraiser that raised over $900 to fund 
gloves and mittens for our students!  We certainly 
appreciate the students’ dedication during the semester 
and the gift they leave our students. 

· University of Michigan School of L, S, & A – The U of 
M School of L, S. & A’s Psychology department 

provides student mentors that also work in the 
classroom with students. 

· University of Michigan students – Over a dozen U of M 
students called “The Readers and the Best” recently 

visited Pittsfield Elementary classrooms to share a bit 
about themselves as college students, to read a book to 
the classroom and to prompt a small art project. 

 

We appreciate these, and all, community partnerships that 
make Pittsfield Elementary an excellent place to live and 
learn each day. 
 

Till Next Month, 
 

Principal Carol Shakarian 
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             Fundraising 

               Spotlight  

                       
 

        Little Caesars Pizza Kits! 

 
Just in time for Super Bowl Sunday we will have our 
annual Little Caesars Pizza Kit Fundraiser! 
 
Catalogs will go home with students the first week after 
Winter break.  The sale will run through January 20th! 
 
The following week you can pick up your pizza kits on 
the 28th in the Multi-Purpose room after school.  We 
know this is a favorite of many so we look forward to 
a great fundraiser!  If you have any questions please 
contact me at the email below. 
 
Thank you, 
Marquita Casey Oden 
caseyodenfamily@gmail.com 

 
 
 

Featured Merchant  

     Fundraising 
 

        
 
Do you shop at Krogers? Do you use their Rewards 
Card? Then register your card online! After registering 
your card, every time you shop and swipe your Kroger 
Plus card, a percentage of your purchase is paid to 
Pittsfield - at no additional cost to you! Sign up at 
(https://www.kroger.com/communityrewards)  
 
The ID# for our school is 82766.   
 
Keep in mind that you may need to register your card 
EVERY YEAR.  If it has been a while since you 
registered your card with Kroger to benefit Pittsfield 
we encourage you to go to the website above and do it 
again.  We recently received a check from Kroger for 
$80!  They said that was from 8 families within our 
school.  If you are one of those 8 families – THANK 
YOU!   
 

 
 

Clip Clip Clip! 
 

 
 

Keep on collecting those Box Tops for Education and 
Labels for Education over the holidays.  And don't be 
afraid to get your family members in on the action- the 
more we collect, the more our kids will benefit! 
 

Both programs have great websites where you can get 
coupons (often up to $1 off!), and enter contests on 
behalf of Pittsfield Elementary.  Visit:  www.btfe.com 
and www.labelsforeducation.com often!  Feel free to 
contact Stephanie Riegle (sgriegle@gmail.com) for 
more information or with specific questions. 
 
 

Winter Weather School Closing Protocol 
 

While we haven’t had to experience this yet this year, 
we all know it is only a matter of time!  Here is a 
refresher on what to expect! 
 

How is a school closing decision made? 
 

When bad weather is anticipated, AAPS works with the 
local WISD Transportation Department and the local 
police to continually make road checks. Transportation 
supervisors and AAPS facilities crews are out driving 
the roads and assessing road conditions. The AAPS 
district covers 125 square miles, many of these in rural 
areas. Considerations include road conditions, amount 
of snow, will sidewalks be cleared and safe for 
walking, and is the temperature safe enough for 
students to walk to school or bus stops? AAPS facilities 
crew makes a recommendation based on all these 
factors to the Superintendent. This includes a 
discussion with neighboring districts. A decision is 
made no later then 4:00 a.m. 
 

How are AAPS families informed? 
 

We will be notifying all families no later then 5:30 a.m. 
This will include a phone call and email to all AAPS 
students and staff. We know this is early, especially for 
elementary only families, but we also know many 
families need to make plans for a day off of school. We 
also notify local and Detroit radio stations and 
television stations. You can always find the closing list 
on Channels 2 (Fox), 4 (NBC), 7 (ABC) and 14 (CBS) 
as well as all major radio stations in the Ann Arbor and 
Detroit area. We also post a notice on the district 
website (a2schools.org) and on the AAPS phone 
hotline (994-8684). 
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