
 
 
  

Hello fellow freezing families of Pittsfield! 

Wow! What a chilly way to start 2015! The PTO is hopeful 

you and your students had a fabulous couple weeks off of 

school, but now it’s time to get back in the routine. It’s a good 

thing we have a couple of fun days off in January and then 

another week off just over a month away! We wouldn’t want 

cabin fever to set in! But if it does, there are a few fun things 

happening this month to get you excited and out of the house.  

There is a restaurant night on Thursday, January 29 5:30 – 

7:30 PM at Elevation Burger on Washtenaw Ave (flyer 

needed at time of purchase to benefit Pittsfield Elementary). 

Then there’s good ole movie night to head back over to school 

with friends for some good pizza & a movie. J  Don’t forget 

about the Pizza Kits we’ll get to pick up and enjoy at the end 

of the month too! Lots of fun in this first month of 2015.  

The PTO is also starting to plan our fabulous Ice Cream 

Social! As you may have seen, this year is Pittsfield’s 70th 

year and we’re hoping to make this year’s ICS the best yet!! 

As always we hope to see you at the next PTO meeting on Feb 

10th. Childcare is provided to make it easier for you to come 

join in the fun (and get out of the house!) 

Stay safe & warm, 

Leigh Sanderson 

Co-President PTO 

January 19 – NO SCHOOL – MLK 

Jr. Day 
 

January 20 – Little Caesar Kit 

Order Forms Due 
 

January 26 – NO SCHOOL – Staff 

Professional Development Day 
 

January 28 – Little Caesar Kit Pick 

Up 
 

January 29 – Restaurant Night 5:30 

– 7:30 PM at Elevation Burger 

(flyer needed) 
 

January 30 – Winter Dance @ 6:30 
 

February 9 – NAAPID 
 

February 10 – PTO Mtg. @ 6 PM 
 

February 11 – Student Count Day 
 

February 12 – Kindergarten 

Roundup @ 6:30 PM 
 

February 14-22 – Mid Winter 

Break 

 

View the Pittsfield Press Online: www.hvcn.org/info/pittsfieldpto 
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Penguin Points… Messages from Principal Carol 

Shakarian, January 2015 
 

Living Our Mission Statement – Pittsfield’s Mission 

Statement is powerful in its simplicity:  Achievement For 

All in a Safe, Nurturing Setting 
 

Jazz, History and the Arts Come to Pittsfield 

Elementary - On Thursday December 18, Pittsfield 

students and staff enjoyed a musical journey through the 

history of Jazz as brought to life by Mr. Vincent York, 

musician and historian. Students bopped in their seats 

through the musical journey lasting more than one hour. 

Check out the story and photos “Jazz Comes To Life At 

Pittsfield  Elementary” by Jo Mathis in the December 19 

AAPS News - http://news.a2schools.org/jazz-comes-to-life-

at-pittsfield-elementary/. Thank you to our PTO – that’s 

you! – and the Michigan Council for the Arts for making 

this unique experience possible for our students!  
 

iPad Roll Out Parent Information Hour Held – On 

Monday evening, December 15, Pittsfield Kindergarten, 

First and Second Grade parents and staff came together to 

set the stage for the upcoming distribution of iPads for 

student use in K, 1, and 2 classrooms. Joining them were  

Ms. Dawn Linden, Executive Director of Elementary 

Education and Ms. Merri Lynn Colligan, Director of 

Instructional Technology who outlined the rotational model 

that allows students to spend time each day using technology 

to build academic and computing skills using touch-and-

swipe equipment with less reliance on using keyboards 

during these early years. A number of keyboards will be 

made available for student use to hone their early 

keyboarding skills as well.  
 

M-STEP - The M-STEP (the new MEAP) is on the 

horizon.   Testing will once again occur in grades 3, 4, and 

5.  Testing will now take place in the SPRING for a set 

period of time between mid-April and the first of 

June.  Specifically the 5th graders have the first third of this 

window, 4th graders have the 2nd leg of the window with 3rd 

graders at the end of the testing window. 

 

The content tested for the grade levels include English 

Language Arts (ELA) and MATH for all three grade 

levels.  In addition there will be a Science assessment for 

grade 4 and a Social Studies assessment for grade 5. 
 

There are three parts now to the ELA and MATH 

assessments; two parts are to be done on-line.  Part 1 is 

called the Computer Adaptive Test.  It is untimed and 

adaptive to the responses given by the student – the more 

correct a student’s response, the more challenging the 

questions may become.   Students need to know this (and 

they do have some practice with this concept from taking 

the NWEA – also an adaptive test). 

 

There is a Part 2 and 3 for ELA and MATH - called the 

Classroom Activity and Performance Task.  These are to be 

done subsequent to the Adaptive Test - with the Classroom 

Activity read to the students. Students take notes and think 

about what is presented to them; then at a later time (no more 

than 3 days hence), the students take the on-line Performance 

Task related to what they heard / considered in the Classroom 

Activity.   Note:  The students must have been part of the 

Classroom Activity BEFORE they can take the Performance 

Task (on-line).  This will make for some tricky make-ups by 

teachers for those who might be absent for the Classroom 

Activity piece. 
 

This is a new realm of on-line test taking for our students so 

soon we will provide students opportunities to practice some 

sample questions so that they can experience the tools they 

are being asked to use and manipulate.  UNLIKE the NWEA, 

there is more to questions and answers than “click on the right 

response”.  Constructed response (writing) will occur 

throughout the assessments.  This presumes that students are 

masters of the keyboard.  There may be multiple correct 

responses (“choose all below that represent 3/5ths”).  There 

will be clicking on certain tools to use them: highlighting, 

drag and drop and more for kids to navigate. 

 

Once teachers provide opportunities for students to practice 

(or get a sense of this new type of test), we will encourage 

those who can at home arrange for some practice sessions as 

well.  Consider this as part of the new face of homework. 
 

Michigan Department of Education tells us that this year’s M-

STEP tests will not count for or against a school’s status or 

report card.  The state of MI is considering this a pilot year.  

It continues to be an expectation, however, that all of our 

students in grades 3 – 5 take the state assessments.  This is no 

different than any year.  The state will not ease up on the 

restriction that nearly 100% of our eligible children take the 

state tests. 

 

Till Next Month, 
 

Principal Carol Shakarian 
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Little Caesar Pizza Kits 
 

                                   
 

Just in time for Super Bowl Sunday we will have our 

annual Little Caesars Pizza Kit Fundraiser!  The sale 

will run through January 20th! 
 

The following week you can pick up your pizza kits on 

the 28th in the Multi-Purpose room after school.  We 

know this is a favorite of many so we look forward to 

a great fundraiser!  If you have any questions please 

contact me at the email below. 
 

Thank you, 

Marquita Casey Oden 

caseyodenfamily@gmail.com 
 

 
 
 
 

Who loves a good burger? (Or grilled cheese or vegan 

burgers - they have those too!)  Does your mouth water 

when you hear the words 100% organic grass-fed 

beef?  Then this restaurant night is for you! 
 

We are very excited to try out a brand spankin' new 

restaurant!  On Thursday, January 29th from 5-7:30 pm 

please join us at Elevation Burger. 
 

If you have never heard of this new eatery check out 

their website, www.elevationburger.com.  Looks 

QUITE tasty!  The flyer that you need to print off and 

bring with you will be attached to the Monday 

Message.  Keep an eye out! 
 

Elevation Burger is located in the same plaza as Jimmy 

Johns on Washtenaw.  Here is the address: 3365 

Washtenaw Avenue Suite L., Ann Arbor, MI  48104. 
 

Photos for the Yearbook 
 

This year’s yearbook is well underway.  Our cover and 

this year’s theme were chosen back in September.  We 

are excited to announce that our theme this year is, 

“Pittsfield Family, Celebrating 70 Years”. Fall picture 

day and retake day by Lifetouch have happened and the 

portraits are waiting on the yearbook website.  Now we 

will be finishing up the photography of groups, clubs 

and events.  If you have any photos from this school 

year you would like to submit for inclusion in the 

yearbook, such as your students’ class field trip,  

 

 
 

 

 

Halloween, Book Fair or etc, please see the information 

below for the community upload website for the 

yearbook, and follow the directions. 
 

Pittsfield’s Yearbook Club has officially formed.  We 

currently have 14 fifth grade members and we had our 

first meeting in December before break.  We are 

currently working on receiving our assignments and 

beginning to learn photography and proper camera 

operation skills.  In very short time we will be doing 

some research about our schools history and 

interviewing former students and staff so we can start 

putting together the most special part of this year’s 

yearbook to honor our wonderful little schools 70th 

Anniversary.  If you know anyone who, or if you 

yourself (like I did) attended or worked at Pittsfield 

over the years, or even just know a lot about the history 

of the school, we would love to hear from you We are 

in need of OLD pictures from, or of Pittsfield school 

from years past.  If you can help by being interviewed 

by our Yearbook Club Staff or by contributing any 

OLD photos, (which will be returned) please contact 

me ASAP. Thank you. 
 

Watch for members of the Yearbook Club around the 

school and at upcoming events taking pictures for our 

yearbook!  Look for us at Movie Night, Winter Dance 

and NAAPID Day.  Smile, and you might make it. 
 

To access the community board go to 

community.lifetouch.com and register with the code: 

BHYCJZ. 
 

Once registered, you will receive an email from 

Lifetouch with an activation link. You must click the 

activation link before you can log into the Lifetouch 

Community Image Upload site. 
 

· Upload 5 images at a time (10 mb or smaller). 

· Enter a description for each image so the 

yearbook staff can easily identify what is 

happening in the photo.  

· The adviser will determine which images are 

used in the yearbook. 
 

Submit photos by Friday, February 13!  
 

Thank you! 

Marj Lamoreaux, PTO Yearbook Advisor & 

Yearbook Club Advisor 

Marj888@aol.com   or   734 846-2383 
 

 

 

         

 
Restaurant Night 
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January 2015

January Mystery 
Art Question

 Art Page: http://gallery.a2schools.org

Happy 
     New Year!
  Robin 
        Mendenhall

Winter Landscape Sponge Painting                               
                                 by Xinqi Y . 5th grade

Winner: Ryan T. 5th grade

December Mystery Art Question

Name the four seasons in order starting with Winter.

Celebrating 70 years of Pittsfie

l

d School

 It is a new year and new 
projects have begun. Kindergartens 
are creating houses and their neigh-
borhood. First graders are illustrating 
birds in winter. 2nd graders are chart-
ing strip maps from home to school. 
Ms. Gengler and Ms. Lauer classes 
are painting different season habitats 
centered on a tree. Mr. Merante’s 
class is drawing thumb nail sketches 
of their paper maché “cherry” bears 
for the youth art month display in 
March at the Cherry Republic Store 
on Main Street. 5th graders began 
studying monochromatic images.

Winter Tree Card Painting 
                      by Olivia J. 5th grade

What besides a brush can one 
paint with? 

  Seasons  Volvelle 
by Rogan  G. 1st grade 

Front Inside

Art Words: 
  “Thumb 
       Nail” 
          Sketch,
  Paper 
       Maché,
  Card &    
       Sponge
           Painting,
  Branching
       Design,
         and
  Strip Map

Winter, Spring, Summer, & Fall (or Autumn)
 

This is the opening page
of the AAPS Art Gallery k-12. 
Enjoy the oppertunity to see 
the art created by students
in all the schools 
and grades in the 
Ann Arbor 
Public 
Schools.

“Thumb Nail”Sketches for   
Paper Maché Bears

by Marylin M., David O.,
 Navi F., & Ashley L-S.  

4th grade

Birds in Winter Collage                               
                      by Naod Z. 1st grade

 
  



 

 

 

 


